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LEFT BOOK CLUB CHOICE FOR AUGUST 


The August Choice of the Club (to be issued on August 9th) will be THE LABOUR PARTY IN 
PERSPECTIVE by the Rt. Hon. C. R. Attlee, M.P. The price of the edition for the general public will 
be 7s. 6d. ; that for the Club, of course, 2s. 6d. 


“ADDITIONAL” BOOK FOR SEPTEMBER 


The “ additional ” book for September will be SAVAGE CIVILISATION by Tom Harrisson (see review 
on p. 445). The price of this book for the general public is 16s. ; that of the special Club edition will be 
3s. 6d. 


Please note the following particulars about the Club edition of this ‘‘ additional ” book : (1) SAVAGE 
CIVILISATION by Tom Harrisson cannot be had by members as an alternative to the September Choice, 
or any other Choice, but only (by those members who so wish) as an additional book. (2) Any member 
who wishes to buy the special Club edition of this book, additionally to the Choice for September, must 
fill in and post to us before July 30th the green card enclosed in this number of the Left News. It is essential 
that this green card (addressed, and to be posted, to ourselves, Victor Gollancz, Ltd.) should be used, and 
that application should not be made to a bookseller. (3) Members who so apply will receive their copy 
of SAVAGE CIVILISATION by Tom Harrisson, together with their copy of the September Choice, on 
September 6th, through the bookseller from whom they receive the Club Choice. (4) We cannot send the 
Club edition of this book to any members who apply after July 30th, for the book will be specially printed 
on that day to meet the requirements of members. 


STANDING ORDERS FOR “ADDN” BOOKS 


Every month we announce (as above) an “ additional ” book, which is sent, to those members who 
desire to have it but to those members only, in the same parcel as the Choice for the next month but one. 
A closing date is given before which it is necessary for members to apply for this ** additional’ book. The 
“ additional ”” book cannot be had as an alternative to any of the Club Choices. Ske.Club edition of the 
“additional ” book is in the Club limp-cloth binding, and the price is very much lJower than that of the 
ordinary edition for the general public. In the very great majority of cases the ‘** additional ’’ book is one 
never before published, /.e., the ordinary edition is published for the first time on the day on which the Club 
edition goes to members; very occasionally (as in the case of SAVAGE CIVILISATION) a very recent 
publication is made an “‘ additional ” book. 


Members may place a standing order for all future ‘* additional ” books, and so save themselves the 
trouble of applying month after month : they may, of course, countermand this standing order at any 
time. There is only one ‘ additional ” book cach month. Members who wish to place this standing order 
must use for the purpose the grcen card enclosed in this number of the Left News. It is essential that this 
green card (addressed, and to be posted, to ourselves, Victor Gollancz, Ltd.) should be used, and that 
application should not be made to a bookseller, Members who have already placed a standing order by 
means of a previous postcard are particularly asked not to cause duplication by applying a second time. 


“SUPPLEMENTARY” BOOK FOR SEPTEMBER 
FOR SPECIAL CLASS OF READER 


We announce in this issue, for distribution in September, a “' supplementary ” book for a special class of 
reader. This is THE IRISH REPUBLIC by Dorothy Macardle, with a Preface by President de Valera. 
The price of the Club edition is 7s. 6d., that for the general public 25s. (see review, page 447). This book, 


already a classic, will, of course, specially appeal to Irish readers, as well as to those interested in the struggles 
for national independence. 


This “* supplementary ” book (the purchase of which, of course, is entirely optional) does not fall within 
the “ additional” series: that is to say, people who have placed a standing order for all “‘ additional ” 
boeks will not receive it, but will receive only SAVAGE CI VILISATION, which is the regular monthly 
“ additional” book. Any member who wishes to buy the special Club edition of this “ supplementary ” 
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book must fill in and post to us before July 30th the green card enclosed in this number of the Left News. 
It is essential that this green card (addressed, and to be posted, to ourselves, Victor Gollancz, Ltd.) should 
be used and that application should not be made to a bookseller. Members who so apply will receive 
their copy of this ‘‘ supplementary ” book, together with their copy of the September Choice, on Septem- 
ber 6th, through the bookseller from whom they receive the Club Choice. 


“REPRINT OF CLASSIC” (SEPTEMBER) 


We have just inaugurated a series of reprints of progressive classics. The book for September in this 
series is THE COMING STRUGGLE FOR POWER by John Strachey. The price of the ordinary edition 
for the general public is 3s. 6¢. in paper covers and 5s. in cloth (it was originally published at 10s. 6d.): 
the price of the Club edition is 2s. (see review on page 449). 


This “ reprint ” series does not fall within the “ additional” series: that is to say, people who have 
placed a standing order for all ‘* additional’? books will not receive this reprint but will receive only 
SAVAGE CIVILISATION, which is the regular monthly “ additional ” book. Any member who wishes 
to buy the special Club edition of THE* COMING STRUGGLE FOR POWER (the purchase of which, of 
course, is entirely optional) must fill in and post to us before July 30th the green card enclosed in this 
number of the Left News. It is essential that this green card (addressed, and to be posted, to ourselves, 
Victor Gollancz, Ltd.) should be used, and that application should not be made to a bookseller. Members 
who so apply will receive their copy of this “ reprint,” together with their copy of the September Choice, 
on September 6th, through the bookseller from whom they receive the Club Choice. 


“EDUCATIONAL” BOOK (SEPTEMBER) 


We have just inaugurated a series of ‘‘ educational’ books—each to be rather less than half the length 
of an ordinary novel, and to be written very simply, and without assuming any previous knowledge on 
the part of the reader. The book for September in this series is AN INTRODUCTION TO ECONOMIC 
BOTANY by James Gillespie, B.Sc., of the West of Scotland Agricultural College. The price of the ordinary 
edition for the general public is Is.: that of the Club edition, 6d. (see review on page 446). 


This “* educational ” series does not fall within the “ additional ” series: that is to say, people who have 
placed a standing order for all ‘‘ additional” books will not receive this ‘‘ educational ’’ book, but will 
receive only SAVAGE CI VILISATION, which is the regular monthly ‘‘ additional ” book. Any member 
who wishes to buy the special Club edition of AN INTRODUCTION TO ECONOMIC BOTANY (the 
purchase of which, of course, is entirely optional) must fill in and post to us before July 30th the green 
card enclosed in this number of the Left News. It is essential that this green card (addressed and to be 
Posted, to ourselves, Victor Gollancz, Ltd.) should be used, and that application should not be made to a 
bookseller. Members who so apply will receive their copy of this “* educational ” book, together with 
their copy of the September Choice, on September 6th, through the bookseller from whom they receive 
the Club Choice. 


Members may, however, place a Standing order for the whole ‘‘ educational ”’ series, which will be 
issued at the rate of one a month, and always at the price of 6d. The appropriate line to fill in will be found 
on the green card. 


In view of the very marginal price of the series, a special appeal is made, to those members who can 
afford it, to place such a standing order. Members who place such a standing order will not receive the 
back issues in the series unless they specially ask for them, but only the forthcoming issues. 


Members may order any number of copies of each ‘ educational ” book, or place a standing order for 
any number of sets. 


For the convenience of members who wish to place a standing order it may be mentioned that probable 
early issues will include (in addition to AN INTRODUCATION TO ECONOMIC BOTANY, announced 
above) AN INTRODUCTION TO PHILOSOPHY by John Lewis, UNEMPLOYMENT by G. D. H. 
Cole, A SHORT HISTORY OF THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION by R. Page Arnot, TRADE UNIONISM 
by John Mahon, WHY CAPITALISM MEANS WAR by H. N. Brailsford, AN INTRODUCTION TO 
BIOLOGY by Henry Collier, AN OUTLINE OF POLITICAL THOUGHT FROM THE FRENCH 
REVOLUTION TO THE PRESENT DAY by Stephen Swingler, THE CIVILISATION OF GREECE 
AND ROME by Professor Farrington, etc., etc. 
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EDITORIAL: 
by Victor Gollancz 


14 Henrietta Street, 
Covent Garden, London, W.C.2 


June 23rd, 1937. 


(A) EXCEEDINGLY IMPORTANT DEVELOPMENT — LEFT 
BOOK CLUB EDITIONS OF ALL LAWRENCE 
& WISHART’S BOOKS 


AM able to announce this month the carrying to 
I completion of a scheme on which we have been 

working for some time, and which represents the 
biggest single step forward towards the realisation of 
the originally announced intention of the Left Book 
Club—gradually to bring down the prices of the 
whole range of Left literature. 

As from August Ist, there will be a special Left 
Book Club edition of every Lawrence & Wishart 
publication—past or to come. When it is recollected 
that Messrs. Lawrence & Wishart publish, in 
addition to many other important books, a wide 
range of the works of Marx, Engels, Lenin, etc., 
it will be seen that the importance of this new 
development can hardly be exaggerated. 


In each case the Left Book Club edition (available, 
of course, to Left Book Club members only) will be 
two-thirds of the price of the ordinary edition; thus, 
the Left Book Club price of a six shilling book will 
be four shillings; that of a five shilling book three 
and fourpence; that of a half-crown book one and 
eightpence; and so on. 

The procedure will be a very simple one: members 
will write, not to ourselves, but to Messrs. Lawrence & 
Wishart, 2 Parton Street, London, W.C.1, at any 
time for any book they want in the Lawrence & 
Wishart list, and for any number of copies of such 
book, whether it be a new book or a book published 
many years ago. When writing they must never fail 
to give the name and address of the bookseller with 


whom they are registered as Club members, i.e., the 
bookseller from whom they receive their Club Choice, 
etc.; and it will obviate mistakes and delay if the 
name and address of the member and of the book- 
seller are written in block capitals. The member, 
when writing to Messrs. Lawrence & Wishart, should 
always say whether he will collect the book from his 
bookseller or whether his bookseller is to post it tohim. 


When writing in for any book, members are 
requested not to include on the same sheet of paper 
any communication except the request for the book 
and the name and address of the bookseller—for the 
letter will be sent with the book to the bookseller, so 
that he may know for whom it is intended. 


In case there may be any books in Messrs. 
Lawrence & Wishart’s list that members want 
immediately, those who are interested should write 
to Messrs. Lawrence & Wishart now for their full 
catalogue (but the books themselves will not be 
ready till August Ist). Those who wish to receive all 
future lists from Messrs. Lawrence & Wishart 
should also write to them to that effect; and finally, 
those who wish to receive not merely all future lists, 
but a notification of each new book as published, 
should make this wish clear to Messrs. Lawrence & 
Wishart. 

The Left Book Club edition will normally be in 
the same binding as the ordinary edition—but will 
have stamped on the binding the words ‘‘Left Book 
Club edition—not for sale to the public.” 


(B) THE LEFT BOOK CLUB, THE PEOPLE’S FRONT, 
AND COMMUNISM 


It has recently been suggested in one or two 
quarters—notably by a small group that regards 
itself as being to the Left of the Communist Party— 
that in some manner the Club is a sort of organ of 
that Party, and that it exists to propagate Com- 
munist policy. 

Members can judge for themselves how much 
substance there is in this suggestion by considering 


the Choices for last month, this month and next 
month. All three deal with the recent history, present 
Position, and future policy of the Labour movement 
of this country—and they deal with it from widely 
different points of view. Last month’s book, Allen 
Hutt’s The Post-War History of the British Working 
Class, is the work of a Communist, and he concludes 
in favour of a United Front of the working class and 


420 


THE LEFT NEWS FOR JULY, 


1937 


a Popular Front of the united working class and all 
anti-Fascist elements. This month’s book—G. D. H. 
Cole’s The People’s Front—is the work of a famous 
member of the Labour Party of long standing, who 
is opposed to communism and whose present book 
includes strong criticisms of the Communist Party, 
Mr. Cole also pleads for a United Front and a 
People’s Front. Finally, next month’s book—C. R. 
Attlee’s The Labour Party in Perspective—is by the 
leader of the Parliamentary Labour Party, who 
opposes both the United Front and the People’s 
Front. We might make out a case, I suppose, for 
favouritism to Mr. Attlee’s point of view, because 
he, so to speak, has the last word of this trio; but 
I cannot pretend that in point of fact this was a 
matter of design—Mr. Attlee’s book was delayed 
owing to his busyness, and that is really why this 
book was published third ! As it turns out the delay 
was opportune, for this clear exposition of Labour 
Party policy comes very well in August, just before 
the Trades Union Congress in September and the 
Labour Party Congress in October. 

I should not, therefore, take the space to reply to 
the suggestion to which I have referred were it not 
that it springs, I believe (where it is genuine), from a 
certain confusion of thought which ought to be 
cleared up. The whole question really turns on the 
relation of the Left Book Club to the proposed 
People’s Front against War and Fascism, and for 
social advance. 

I have from the beginning of the Club’s existence 
tried to make our position in this matter absolutely 
clear. I have referred to it in editorial after editorial ; 
I devoted to it a large part of my speech at the Albert 
Hall rally; and I have dealt with the matter at every 
subsequent rally and meeting that I have addressed. 
I apologise, therefore, for returning to the subject 
now ; but it appears to be necessary. 

The Left Book Club was founded, as was stated 
in its first leaflet, and has been repeated since in all 
its literature, ‘““To help in the terribly urgent 
Struggle for World Peace and a better social and 
economic order and against Fascism, by giving (to 
all who are determined to play their part in this 
struggle) such knowledge as will immensely increase 
their efficiency.”” That is its purpose; its method is to 
give ‘‘to all who are determined to play their part ”’ 
books written from every point of view that can be 
regarded as helpful in this struggle, and to have 
these books, and the questions arising out of them, 
discussed in local Groups and conferences, and at 
rallies and the like. 

It follows that we make our appeal to, and try to 
enrol in our membership, every anti-Fascist, every 
anti-war man and woman, and every man and 
woman who desires a better social and economic 
order. We have never made our appeal only to 
Socialists, still less only to revolutionary Socialists. 
Some, arguing from a certain ideological viewpoint, 

might feel disposed to say that the Club would have 
been a better club and a more useful club if it had 
been so confined: they are entitled to their opinion, 
but the point is that it would have been quite a 


te 
different kind of club, and in no sense the Club 
which we founded and which has in our view had 
such an astonishing success precisely because the 
needs of the time demanded a club just such as ours, 
and no other. 

Now it is clear that when anti-Fascists of every 
shade of opinion are reading books written from 
many different points of view, and are criticising 
them and discussing them, it is possible that certain 
general ideas and practical policies will emerge on 
which all can agree as a basis for the struggle against 
the common enemy. As Mr. Strachey so well 
showed in his speech at the People’s Palace last 
Sunday, this does not for a moment mean com- 
promise—in fact quite the reverse: it simply means 
that (a) a Liberal, (6) a member of the Labour 
Party, and (c)a Communist, say to each other, ‘“We 
don’t for a moment agree with you about ultimate 
objectives, or, if we do, we don’t agree about the 
way to obtain them; but we do agree that, under the 
present circumstances and in the present situation, 
it is imperative to take this, that, and the other 
particular measure in the face of the Fascist danger.” 
I have said that such agreement is possible; I believe 
myself that it is probable and overwhelmingly 
important. All objections to the United Front and 
the People’s Front are based on— 


(a) The idea that such fronts mean compromise; 


(6) The idea that the advocacy of such fronts is 
nothing but a mane@uvre ; 


(c) The idea that such fronts are merely a method 
of electoral arrangement and so have no 
organic meaning; 


(d) The idea that such fronts mean the loss of 
identity of one political party in another. 


Such arguments are perfectly valid under certain 
circumstances; but clearly they are not valid for the 
kind of unity that the Left Book Club may bring 
about. For if, as a matter of fact, ordinary men and 
women find that, without any pressure (rom anyone, 
they are in agreement on a certain immediate pro- 
gramme, it will be seen that every objection falls to 
the ground—otherwise we are faced with the 
grotesque proposition that there is something bad in 
agreement as such in face of the common enemy. 

If I have made myself clear, the reader will under- 
stand why I have said repeatedly that the Left Book 
Club does not advocate either a United Front or a 
People’s Front: neither of these is in any way the 
policy of the Left Book Club. The Left Book Club 
simply puts the books before its members, and gives 
them facilities for discussion, in the hope that there 
may emerge the kind of agreement to which, as 
suggested above, no one, whether it be Sir Walter 
Citrine, Sir Archibald Sinclair or Harry Pollitt, 
could possibly fail to give a welcome. 

Take again the case of the three books I have 
mentioned. If a United Front, or a People’s Front, 
or both, were the policy of the Left Book Club, it 
could not possibly publish Mr. Attlee’s book. We 
publish it because we hope that out of the reading 
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of all three books, even though they differ on such 
fundamental! questions as the United Front and the 
Popular Front, some measure of immediate agree- 
ment may emerge. : 

To sum up, J repeat what IJ said at the Albert Hall: 
the United Front and the People’s Front are not the 
policy of the Left Book Club, but, if they are really 
possible (it is possible that they are not possible) then 
the existence and activity of the Left Book Club will 
help to bring them into existence in a form shorn of 
objections which might otherwise well be made to 
them. 

* * * * ™ 

Now the United Front and the People’s Front are 

the policy of the Communist Party; that is to say, it 
definitely advocates such fronts as the most urgent 
need of the times, and bends a great part of its 
energies to attempting to bring them about. The 
Communist Party, therefore, naturally supports the 
Left Book Club (and Harry Pollitt appears, as do 
members of the other parties, on its platforms) 
because it has faith that out of the ferment of the 
Left Book Club the agreement for which it hopes 
will arise; and the Left Book Club welcomes this 
co-operation. But because there is, so to speak, this 
coincidence of interest, that is not to say for a 
moment that the Left Book Club is an organ of the 
Communist Party. Although I very much hope and 
firmly believe that this will not happen, there is 
clearly the possibility that Communist policy might 
so change that the coincidence of interest to which 
I have referred would totally disappear. Moreover, 
I believe that if the Labour and Liberal Parties 
clearly understood just what the Left Book Club is 
about and the nature of the agreement which we 
hope will emerge from its activities, they would throw 
their whole weight behind us (just as, at present, 
immense weight is being put behind the Right 
Book Club by the reactionaries) and so help us to 
play a really effective part in our opposition to war 
and fascism. There are indeed very happy signs 
that the real facts are being appreciated; the speech 
of Mr. Jamieson, the Liberal candidate for East 
Ham, at the People’s Palace rally was very much to 
the point, and so have been the speeches of Labour 
Party and Trade Union officials in many Group 
discussions, area conferences and rallies. But we 
want this process to go on; and if it does there will 
be another most important result. 

At present Communists (as is natural in the case 
of a comparatively young and eager movement) 
offer us books: we have to rack our brains to invent 
books for Liberals, Trade Unionists and Labour 
Party people to write—and then we have to find 
people to write them. What we want is for (a) a 
Trade Union official, or (6) a Labour Party expert, 
or (c) a Liberal publicist, to write to us and say 
“I want to write for the Club a book on so and so.” 
They will not find us slow in responding. Let me 
give an example of what I mean. Wal Hannington, 
a Communist, leader of the National Workers’ 
Unemployed Movement, and author of that splendid 
book Unemployed Struggles, came into this office 


about four months ago and suggested that he shoul 
do a book on the Distressed Areas, of which he has 
intimate knowledge. This was a book which we 
knew, from our correspondence, that our members 
very badly wanted: and I suggested to Hannington 
that he should do a detailed synopsis, so that I could 
form a better judgment as to the value of the book. 
He at once pulled the synopsis out of his pocket: 
he had already done it. I read the synopsis and 
commissioned the book, undertaking that it should 
be published by my firm but not, of course, under- 
taking that it should be a Choice for the Left Book 
Club. The manuscript came in two or three weeks 
ago, was read by the Selection Committee, and was 
at once chosen. 

Now Hannington is a Communist, and it may be 
asked ‘‘Why did you get a Communist to write on 
this particular subject?” We didn’t: a Communist 
was alive enough to undertake to do so. I can think 
of at least two Labour Party officials and several non- 
Communist Trade Unionists who could have written 
an admirable book on this subject: and if any one of 
them had approached us he would have received 
precisely the same welcome as Hannington 
received. In other words we say to the Labour Party, 
the Trade Union movement, and the Liberal Party, 
“Use us: that is what we are here for. We can give 
an immediate circulation to the facts you wish to 
bring forward and the views you wish to expound, 
on a scale such as has never been possible before: 
why throw away the opportunity?” 

A footnote to all this. As there seems some mis- 
understanding on the point, I want to make clear 
what I have always thought members would take for 
granted—that the only article in the Left News which 
expresses Club policy is this monthly article of my 
own, headed “‘Editorial.”” Everything else—whether 
a review of a Club Choice or ‘“‘Additional’’ book, the 
‘Topic of the Month,” or any of the miscellaneous 
articles that appear from time to time—must be 
taken as representing nothing but the views of the 
writer himself. 

It is important that this should be understood, in 
view of the fact that we three selectors contribute 
largely to the body of the paper. As contributors we 
are in a different position altogether to the one we 
occupy as selectors. As selectors we feel it our duty 
to give due weight to every point of view and to put 
out a range of books representing all such points of 
view: as contributors to this paper we express our 
own personal opinions. I have no doubt, for 
instance (I haven’t asked him) that Mr. Strachey 
would not concur with many of the points made by 
Professor Laski in his review, later on in this issue, 
of Cole’s The People’s Front. I myself, though I am 
the editor of this paper, express my own personal 
views when I review a book or write any article 
other than this editorial. 

In this matter the Left News is on exactly the same 
footing as any ordinary weekly. This monthly article 
of mine is designedly headed ‘“ Editorial ” precisely 


because it, and it alone, is to be taken as an expression 
of Club policy. 
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(C) “THE LABOUR PARTY IN PERSPECTIVE” 


As members are aware, the Labour Purty recently 
announced its intention of conducting immediately 
what the Americans call a ‘“‘ nation-wide ”’ drive to 
secure another million members: and in this con- 
nection I want to call particular attention to the 
August Choice of the Club—7he Labour Party in 
Perspective by the Rt. Hon. C. R. Attlee, M.P., 
Leader of the Parliamentary Labour Party. This 
will be published on Monday, August 9th: and, as 
members are aware, the Trades Union Congress is 
being held at Norwich from September 6th to 1 Ith, 
and the Labour Party Congress at Bournemouth 
from October 4th to 8th. 

Attlee’s ‘book is a cu.nprehensive exposition of 
the Labour Party programme, and I want to appeal 
to members to bring the programme set forth in the 
book to the notice of wide masses of men and women 
throughout the country : particularly to such of their 
friends as are members of no political party, and 
(most important of all) to those supporters of the 
National Government whose support, members may 
have reason to believe, depends on nothing more 
solid than ignorance and prejudice. 

Before deciding to make this appeal, I had to ask 
myself the question—by so doing should I be run- 
ning the risk of creating a misunderstanding such as 


(D) THE 


We have just received from the famous novelist, 
Lion Feuchtwanger, author of Jew Siiss, a manu- 
script entitled Moscow 1937: My visit described for 
my friends, and we are rushing it through the press 
immediately as a ‘‘ Topical ’’ book (for the way to 
apply for the ** Topical ”’ series, see the yellow inset). 
This is at once a delightful and important book. It is 
delightful, because it has a freshness of style and 
felicity of expression that show the hand of a really 
fine writer; and it is important, because the writer 
went for a long visit to Moscow with none of the 
predispositions in favour of the regime held by 
André Gide—but reacted in a very different way. 
It is clear on internal evidence that Feuchtwanger’s 
mind was completely open, nor is the book itself by 
any means an uncritical panegyric—there are many 
things in the Soviet Union which Feuchtwanger 
thinks it right to criticise. But the total effect is the 
opposite of that given by Gide. One finishes Moscow 
1937 with the feeling that in the Soviet Union, 
whatever may be its imperfections, there is hope for 
the future of mankind such as one can find in no 
other country in the world. The little book contains, 
in its small compass, a surprising amount of 
material, including a delightful report of an interview 
between Feuchtwanger and Stalin. 

So much for the new ‘“‘ Topical”? book. As to 
Choices and “* Additional ’” books, we have during 
this last month made several new arrangements, 
about which we think members would like to hear. 
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I have mentioned above, but this time in another 
direction? Should I be giving the impression that the 
Club was giving up its non-partisan character, and 
stamping itself as an ally of one particular political 
party? 

I came to the conclusion that, nicely though the 
point might be argued, and with much academic 
hair-splitting, as a matter of plain commonsense it 
was the duty of the Club to give the widest possible 
publicity to the practical programme on which the 
Labour Party is basing its campaign. 

The National Government, in the opinion, we 
believe, of the whole body of our members (from 
Liberal to Communist), is one of the most dangerous 
of the forces now making for War and Fascism: and 
the Labour Party is certainly the biggest organised 
body of British men and women opposed to that 
Government. I felt, therefore, that Liberals, Com- 
munists and unattached progressives alike, as well as 
Labour Party members themselves, would not take 
amiss the suggestion that, at this particular time of 
the Labour Party drive, an authoritative statement of 
the Labour Party case should be brought by them to 
the attention of the greatest possible number of 
electors throughout the country. 


BOOKS 


We are constantly being asked for books of the 
Macartney type—that is to say, “ enthralling ” 
narratives of adventure and the like, with a political 
interest. We think we have found just such a book 
in Edgar Snow's Red Star in China, the manuscript 
of which arrived in this office only a week or so ago. 
We have no right to speak of the book here, for the 
author is in Pekin, and we have not yet concluded the 
agreement with him: but we have every hope that 
we Shall do so. 

Edgar Snow, a famous newspaper correspondent 
and not a Communist, was enabled by a fortunate 
chain of circumstances to penetrate into the heart 
of Sovict China and to live in close association with 
many of the high Soviet officials. The account of his 
adventures is extraordinarily picturesque and excit- 
ing: but the book also contains just the information 
about the previous history and present position of 
Chinese politics which every member of the Left 
Book Club is anxious to have. It is impossible in a 
brief note to give any idea of the richness of the 
book; one indication—embedded in the narrative is 
a complete autobiography of Mao Tse-Tung, the 
Communist leader, who, night after night, told his 
life story to Snow. The author is objective and 
impartial, but there emerges from the book an over- 
whelming case for the All People’s Front against 
Japanese Imperialism. 

We hope to illustrate this book with a very rich 
collection of photographs. 
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Another exciting book of the Macartney type will 
be Justice in Britain. This will be published anony- 
mously, but it will be a work of high authority, and 
its publication may very well lead to widespread 
reforms, just as the publication of Macartney’s Walls 
Have Mouths has led to vital modifications of the 
prison regime. 

Many members have written to us from time to 
time suggesting that a book on the Co-operative 
movement would be a valuable addition to the Club 
publications. We are delighted to say that Mr. 
A. V. Alexander, M.P. (a former President of the 
Board of Trade, now Secretary of the Parliamentary 
Committee of the Co-operative Congress, and one 
of the greatest of living authorities on this subject), 
has arranged to write such a book for us. 

We have also started work on a very comprehen- 
sive survey of the whole field of Trade Unionism, 
contributed to by many hands under the control of a 
general editor. Of this big project we hope to give 
more particulars in the next issue. 

An important ‘* Additional’? book will be Dr. 
Sigerist’s Socialised Medicine in the Soviet Union, 
which we hope to have ready during the autumn. 
Dr. Sigerist is one of the world’s greatest medical 
historians, and has spent five years in the study of 
this topic. He has produced a big book, which is 
far wider in scope than its title suggests, for health 
protection touches life at innumerable points. While 
the book will be indispensable to all doctors, nurses, 
public health officials, etc., there is not a word in it 
which the layman cannot understand; it is, in effect, 
a detailed and fascinating study of the way in which 
men and women are being remade in the Soviet 
Union. 
duction. 

Finally, Palme Dutt is at last hard at work on his 
Jong promised and eagerly awaited India Today. 

And now a special note about the October ‘** Addi- 
tional ” book. In this issue there is the usual appli- 
cation card for the extra books for September, and 
we don’t want to confuse the issue by introducing 
on to that card an October item—which will appear, 
of course, on the card in next month’s issue. But as 
(1) the October ‘* Additional! ’? book is one of very 
special importance, which a great number of mem- 
bers will wish to acquire, and as (2) many will be on 
holiday when the August News arrives, and as (3) 
the edition is limited to 10,000 copies, this special 
note may be desirable. 

The October ‘‘ Additional ” book will be Sydney 
and Beatrice Webb’s Soviet Communism—in a new 
edition, with an account of the developments since 

1934 (where the old edition left off), including the 
Stalin Constitution. The edition for the general 


Sidney Webb will contribute an intro- 


public (to be published by Messrs. Longman’s, 
Green & Co.) will be priced at 35s., that for the 
Club at 5s. In view of its size, this particular Club 
edition will be bound in stiff boards. 

As I say, we do not wish to confuse the issue by 
putting this item on the application card in the pre- 
sent number, but those who wish to secure a copy 
and fear that, owing to holidays, they may miss the 
August announcement, are requested to send us a 
postcard now. This postcard should simply contain 
the words “ Soviet Communism,” followed by the 
member’s name (in block capitals, please) and the. 
name and address of the bookseller from whom he gets 
his Club Choices (also in block capitals, please). 
Members are particularly requested to send a post- 
card and not a letter, as this immensely helps our 
filing system. 

While referring to the Club’s books, I should like 
to take the opportunity of quoting from a few letters, 
which indicate how wide their circulation is—a cir- 
culation not at all to be judged from the membership 
of 46,000 odd. Here they are :— 

““ Lending copies has become so brisk a business 
that I have to keep an account, and I find most other 
members do likewise, so that the membership num- 
ber is not anything like an indication of the ‘ reader- 
ship ’ value, and members who can only afford the 
Choice are very eager to read the‘ Additionals’ and 
* Supplementaries,’ and we are all looking forward 
to the Educational series.” 

‘* As for the real influence of the Club I can only 
say that all my Club books are read by two persons, 
some of them by three persons, and my Left News by 
at least five persons each month.” 

‘* | eagerly await the arrival of my Left Books, and 
after reading circulate them amongst four or five 
families, where the income does not allow of even 
the modest sum of 2s. 6d. a month for books. They 
are all appreciative and interested readers.” 

** Because of the popular appeal of the Club’s 
book, | have been able to start a miniature lending 
library among my friends. In fact, the demand is so 
great that I am forced, in some instances, to lend a 
certain book to a very persistent friend before I have 
read it myself. 

** Pat Sloan’s Soviet Democracy is a very popular 
* Favourite ’ at present.” 

“My hobby is to spread the gospel among my 
fellows, so I have always got ammunition on me in a 
special pocket made for the job-plans. I am 60 years 
of age. Just read Soviet Democracy. In the U.S.S.R. 
J would ‘apply now for a sedentary occupation, but 
being in a capitalist empire I know my prospects. My 
books are read by a university student, a well-educated 
girl clerk, and an iron-warehouseman.” 


(E) A FUND FOR THE GROUPS 


In view of the importance we attach to the activi- 
ties of the 600 local Groups, we think the time has 
come, very tentatively and by way of experiment, to 
give them financial assistance. We have accordingly 


set aside £1,000 for this purpose. Conveners will, of 
course, understand that we shall have to be excep- 
tionally careful in administering this fund, and 
they will not, I am sure, feel in any way aggrieved 
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if they make an application and we cannot accede 
to it. 

To give an example of the kind of assistance that 
we have in mind, there may bea Group that is in 
urgent need of a typewriter for its Club work, but 
cannot afford the cost of a machine. Or it might 
make all the difference to a Group wishing to holda 
big meeting in a hall if it knew that in the event of 
expenses not being covered it could obtain a few 
pounds from this new fund. 


° 


I feel sure that conveners will not interpret the 
setting up of this fund in the wrong spirit. It is clear 
that in general the Groups must be self-supporting— 
if they became a financial liability to the Club the 
position would be exceedingly serious. At the same - 
time we have definite knowledge of important 
activities which could not be entered into for the sake 
of a few pounds. 

The procedure will be for all who wish to apply for 
a small grant from this fund to write to Dr. Lewis, 
explaining the circumstances very fully. 


(F) “ CORRESPONDING” GROUPS 


The idea of this new kind of Group, put forward by 
a member whose letter was printed in the last issue, is 
“‘ catching on.” I reprint here the letter from the last 
issue : 


‘** Dear Sir, 

‘“‘ The word Group would be a contradiction, the 
idea being merely to establish connections, thus :-— 

‘““ To establish connections between members of the 
L.B.C. who are unable to join in the activities of the 
normal Groups. I am thinking of those people who, 
because of domestic duties, study, distance from a 
Group (and there must be many who live in remote 
rural areas), etc., besides the usual interest in publicity 
and propaganda would like to join in some sort of 
L.B.C. comradeship. These may like writing, or 
only have time for a letter to crystallise out their 
thoughts (and that in itself is of great value), or wish 
to communicate first-hand with, say, a worker with 
definite factual knowledge of ‘ Wigans’ or U.S.S.R.., 
or somewhere or something mentioned in the Choice. 
Could we not thus inaugurate a scheme, necessarily 
fluid, whereby this discussion by letter could be 
offered to members so interested? This should 
facilitate the passage of facts from district to district, 
country to country, and that is surely one of our 
aims. ‘ Make contacts’; ‘utterance by postage 
stamp ”; ‘ self-expression as a means towards con- 
structive propaganda of well-thought-out ideas’; 
‘link up the mentally lonely members’; ‘ contact 
with current affairs by direct intervention ’—those 
are aims I think worth while. 

‘How to set out? I suggest:—A paragraph in 
next issue asking for names of those willing to put 
their names forward as eager to write on L.B.C. 
matters (i.e., Choice, Supplementary, Educational— 
care needed to differentiate the various classes). 
Profession, interests, country and problems in which 
interested, languages in which able to correspond, 
might be given by those willing. Then leave it to the 
members to get in touch with ‘ likelies.’ I think we 
might get in touch with Colonial members, etc., and 
bring a wider interest to many who consider the 
Choice now as fodder and ‘ dreams’ beyond which 
present facts prevent any progress—it might be, in 
short, a way to percolate facts, a way to gather facts 
for wider distribution. As an idea it isn’t worth any 
fuss unless, if names are forthcoming, members 
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take up the idea themselves. Or distant Groups to 
correspond. 
“* If you think to leave it at that isn’t good enough, 


after July 8th I would be willing to act as mediator 


and pair off members interested in this Correspond- 
ence idea. 

“ Therefore, should you care to treat the idea in 
that way, you are free to do so, and use my name as 
mediator to whom members can write giving details 
I have enumerated, and leaving it to me to try to fix 
them up with like-minded persons. 

** While [ am not anxious to shoulder any particu- 
lar job as my time is not my own and I should then 
be stealing time belonging elsewhere, I would rather 
act as mediator than this idea should be shelved be- 
cause I do think that there are many to whom a 
monthly letter would be a godsend and a whetstone 
for their intelligence, but, most of all, a means of 
definite, living propaganda. That's what we need. 


Yours sincerely, 
CHARLES R. WOODWARD.” 


Mr. Woodward now writes that he has received a 
number of letters from members signifying their 
desire to participate, and has asked me to insert the 
following notice: 


‘* Members will be paired off with others of like 
tastes, as far as that can be done from letters received 
immediately after July 8th. 

‘** Any further members who wish to join in the 
scheme will be paired off as suitable chances occur. 

‘If any Groups, through an appointed member, 
would like to exchange summaries of decisions, their 
findings on their discussion of the Choice, etc., that 
can also be arranged. 

‘** Every member is asked to send a minimum of 6d. 
in stamps to assist in the postage and stationery 
expenses, which are considerable. 

** All members who have signified their willingness 
to participate or who will be joining in the future are 
asked to be good enough to keep sheir correspondence 
intact, as the letters may be valuable to the Club. 

“Information required from any new members 
should contain age, occupation, books taken each 
month, languages spoken and written, political 
activities, ‘ Left ’ interests and outlook, and whether 
writer wishes to correspond with some one near his 
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home (i.e. with perhaps the hope of meeting some 
day), or at any distance, and whether sex of corres- 
pondent matters, if so state which. Any definition of 
political, moral, or spiritual faith is welcomed. If 
- any definite type of correspondent required, please 
say which. 

‘Should small Groups of four or five persons, 
forming a composite whole, passing round letters so 
that all read the others’ thoughts, seem attractive to 
members, a volunteer has offered to start such a 
Group or Groups. Please state definitely whether you 
will join such a Group or whether you prefer to main- 
tain the single correspondence. 

‘** Any ideas arising out of this suggestion for a 
Corresponding Group will be welcomed. 

‘* Lastly, will members participating please let me 
have their criticisms, constructive and otherwise, on 
the scheme, and keep in touch with me, however 
little I am able to correspond with them personally. 

“* Corresponding members will be introduced by 
my exchanging their letters—this seems the best 
method. Please be prepared for this when writing. 

C. R. Woodward, 
103, Hounslow Road, 
Whitton, Twickenham.” 


The letter in the last issue has also provoked 
further suggestions, for instance: 

““ [ was interested to read in the News reference to 
a Corresponding Group, which appears a sound 
idea. Allow me to make a further suggestion along 
these lines. Why limit the ‘‘ Corresponding ”’ to 
those who speak English? Let me explain what I 


‘mean. Our main object is to combat Fasvism and 


War. In my opinion the call to the peoples of 
‘Workers of all lands, unite’ is the basis of real 
movement to fight these dangers ; the world workers 
united on a common policy could stamp out the 
menace, in other words there must be a real bond of 
understanding between those of Left ideals in all 
countries. It is, in my opinion, our duty as a pro- 
gressive Left movement to help tie the bonds of 
comradeship. Why not carry the Corresponding 
Group a step further with the aid of Esperanto? Iam 
not an Esperantist myself, but I recently had an out- 
line of the language explained to me, which left me 
very enthusiastic over the possibilities.” 


Another letter: 

“TI should like to make a suggestion; as the vast 
majority of us have neither the time nor means to 
travel abroad, I think a system of international cor- 
respondence would be the next best thing. I should 
like some one to correspond with in say, France, 
Czechoslovakia and the U.S.S.R. in order to discuss 
International Topics, Economic Problems, Internal 
systems (e.g. Educational systems), etc. I have 
already an American correspondent on similar lines. 
I know there will be difficulties—finding someone 
who can write English. Once, however, one has been 
found, each has friends who would like to write to 
the other’s friends. 

“* This, of course, is only a suggestion, and I would 
like your opinion and whether you have had any 
similar request. I think such a system would be very 
educative.”’ 


(G) LEFT BOOK CLUB THEATRE GUILD REPORT 


John Allen, organiser of the Left Book Club 
Theatre Guild, writes as follows: 


‘‘ The Theatre Guild is going wonderfully well. If 
half the people who have written to us for our 
pamphlet on forming Groups, and our list of plays, 
form Groups themselves, or encourage already exist- 
ing Groups to produce Left wing plays, our move- 
ment will soon become a power in the theatre and 
politics. 

“Four notes: (1) If members of the L.B.C. who 
are interested in the theatre, but who don’t want to 
join an active Group, or who live in a district where 
it is not possible to form a Group, would like to 
receive the bulletins—soon to be monthly—issued 
by the Guild, would they send us their name and 
address on a card ? 


c (2) There is a good selection of plays at the 
Unity Theatre Club which may be read by anyone 
free of charge. The Club is open all day. 


i (3) An important announcement about Elmer 
Rice’s Judgment Day follows. 


**(4) We have secured control of, and published, 
one of the finest one-act plays that have come 
but of America—Private Hicks by Albert Maltz. 


Copies (6d. each) are obtainable from the address 
below. 


‘* Almost our whole attention at the moment is 
being devoted to ways and means of getting better 
plays. Anyone interested in this subject should write 
to us for our most recent bulletin, which contains 
two important articles on the subject. The enclosure 
of a 14d. stamp would be appreciated. 

‘““To supplement the work of the Unity Theatre 
Club, which is making a real attempt to organise 
trades unions as a regular audience, we are making 
special efforts to co-ordinate the work of the various 
theatrical, musical and dancing Groups in and around 
London. 

“ In this connection we want to spend time during 
the winter making experiments, in close collaboration 
with the Unity Theatre Club, on the lines of the 
American ‘ Living Newspaper.’ This is a sort of 
theatrical ‘ March of Time’ (in its original form)—a 
reconstruction of actual events and conversations. 
Would anyone interested, especially journalists, get 
in touch with us at once? All communications to 
the L.B.C. Theatre Guild, Unity Theatre Club, 


eee Street, W.C.1, and not to Victor Gollancz, 
t a 
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(H) * JUDGMENT DAY ”—SPECIAL PRICES FOR 
MEMBERS 


John Allen also writes: 


** By the time this notice appears, JUDGMENT 
DAY, the magnificent anti-Fascist play by Elmer 
Rice, will have been transferred from the Strand to 
the Phenix Theatre. This play, a tremendous in- 
dictment of the legal methods employed by Fascist 
governments, was in the first list of plays recom- 
mended by the L.B.C. Theatre Guild. Now we have 
seen it on the stage, we are even more convinced that 
it should be seen without fail by every member of the 
Club. The play is urgently topical, brilliantly writ- 
ten, finely staged, and above all, tremendously excit- 
ing. There is nothing to compare with it on the west- 
end stage. 

** Mr. Ronald Adam and Mr. Stephen Mitchell, 
who are presenting the play, have most generously 


agreed to an arrangement whereby members of the 
Left Book Club can secure 4s. 9d. seats for 2s. 6d., 
6s. seats for 3s. 6d., and 8s. 6d. seats for 5s. Vou- 
chers, entitling members to these reductions, can be 
obtained from the L.B.C. Theatre Guild, Unity 
Theatre Club, Britannia Street, W.C.1, and not from 
the Phoenix Theatre, nor from Victor Gollancz, Ltd. 
Special regulations regarding the exchange of these 
vouchers for seats are printed on the vouchers them- 
selves. Only Left Book Club members are entitled to 
apply for vouchers. When writing in, please state 
number of vouchers required, and enclose a stamped 
addressed envelope. 

““ We sincerely hope that those members living in 
the London area especially will take full advantage of 
these very generous reductions.” 


() SUMMER ACTIVITIES 
(a) The Club Summer School, July 31st to August 14th 


Bookings for the Summer Schoo] have been pour- 
ing in ever since the June announcement, and there 
are now very few places left. The programme, which 
is printed in full on page 451, is one of great interest. 
In the first week we have two of the foremost ex- 
ponents of the People’s Front, Mr. G. D. H. Cole 
and Sir Walter Layton, to set forth their case. There 
will be four lectures on “‘ Soviet Russia in 1937 ”’ and’ 
also a lecture on “‘ The People’s Front Government 
and the recent Crisis ’ by William Paul. In the even- 
ing there are lectures on “‘ Education for Socialism ”’ 
by A. S. Neill, and “ Socialism and Science ’”’ by 
J. D. Bernal. The second week we have an entirely 
different programme as far as the main topics are 
concerned. W. Horsfal! Carter, undoubtedly one of 
the greatest authorities on Spain in this country, and 
one who has consistently defended the Republican 
Government, is to lecture on ‘‘ Spain in Revolt.” 


(b) L. B. C. Derelict Area 


Mr. Wallace, our energetic convener at Ponty- 
pridd, assisted by a number of Left Book Club 
enthusiasts and other friends, has organised a special 
Left Book Club Summer School in one of the derelict 
areas of South Wales. Mr. Wallace calls this a 
“ challenge to the comfortable ” and indeed it will 
be. At the same time it will be a holiday as well, for 
the mining area of South Wales is also one of the 
most lovely parts of the country. 

The school will be held at Pontypridd during the 
period July 24th to August 7th with the possibility of 
a third week if the number of applications warrants 
this extension. The school, while open to others, has 
been organised primarily to provide an opportunity 


John Strachey is to give four lectures entitled ‘‘ What 
is to be done?”’ There will be a further series of 
lectures on Soviet Russia, all by experts. 

One of the most interesting features of our Sum- 
mer School is the after-supper programme. Sylvia 
Townsend Warner and Arthur Calder-Marshall are 
lecturing on “‘ Literature and Politics,” and there 
will be a really fine musical programme to which a 
number of distinguished musicians are contributing 
their assistance—for instance, John Goss, Alan 
Bush, Sydney Harrison and the Blech Quartet. 
There will also be Kino shows and dramatic items by 
the Left Book Club Theatre Guild. 

Those who wish to secure the few remaining places 
should write at once for a booking form, to Dr. 
Lewis, c/o Victor Gollancz, Ltd., 14 Henrietta 
Street, Covent Garden, London, W.C.2, writing on 
the envclope, please, the words ‘“‘ Summer School.” 


Summer School, Pontypridd 


for Left Book Club members to make a first-hand 
study of conditions in a derelict area. 

The cost of the school will be 27s. 6d. per week. 
This will include board and lodging and school 
charges. For the period of their stay members will be 
boarded with unemployed families; this is done in 
order that a knowledge of the intimate details of 
family life under the Means Test may be acquired; 
but if desired alternative accommodation can be 
found which will provide more amenities and greater 
comfort than can be provided in the homes of un- 
employed workers. A small extra charge will pro- 
bably have to be made for such alternative accom- 
modation. 
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_ Members may attend the school for one or more 

weeks. Excursions to the Rhondda, Merthyr and 
Aberdare Valleys will be organised, and a trip to the 
coast including visits to the Malt House Camp, 
School Camps, St. Donat’s Castle and the Land 
Settlement at Boverton will be made each week. The 
cost of these excursions should not exceed 7s. 6d. a 
week, and in no case is an excursion, although an 
integral part of the course, compulsory. Walks and 
picnics will be arranged in addition to the excursions. 
The walks will be to places of historical] and industrial 
importance. Visits to public institutions and works 
will also be made. 

The lecture hall of the school will be in an un- 
employed club and can accommodate 350. It is 
situated in the centre of the town and near the central 
tailway station. 

Pontypridd is situated at the foot of the Rhondda, 
Merthyr and Aberdare Valleys and stands at the 
entrance to the glorious Vale of Glamorgan. There 
is beautiful mountain scenery, in spite of the coal 
tips, and innumerable country walks. The Memorial 
Park provides first class tennis, bowls and cricket, 
and has an excellent 18-hole miniature golf course. 
The open-air swimming baths are among the best of 
their kind in the country. There are also open-air 
mountain baths and two mountain pools. The Taffs- 
well mineral well is a few miles away at the foot of 
the Garth mountain. 

The school will consist of a series of general lec- 
tures to be attended by all the members; small dis- 
cussion groups to discuss particular aspects of the 
problem; and seminars. The discussion groups and 
seminars will be in charge of persons qualified to deal 
with the subjects under discussion. The general lec- 
tures will be given mostly in the mornings and at the 
central lecture hall. In some cases, however, lectures 
will be given in the Council Chambers of local 
authorities and at Educational Settlements. It is 
possible that a performance of “‘ Till the Day I Die ” 
will be given and recitals of Welsh folk songs, etc., 
and there will be concerts and dances. 

The Pontypridd Library will be available for the 
use of members and there will be an ample supply of 
books, magazines, pamphlets and periodicals at the 
Lecture Hall. 

Members are advised to bring strong walking 
shoes and a rain-proof coat and, if it is intended to 
go down a pit, overalls or dungarees should be 
brought if possible. Bathers should bring their own 
towels for bathing. 

Members are asked not to forget that the success of 
the schoo], lectures, outings and social evenings will 
depend on their co-operation, and suggestions and 
recommendations will be welcome at all times by the 
organisers. 

The object of the school is to provide an oppor- 
tunity of studying the problems of a derelict area and 
of living on equal terms with the people and under 
conditions comparable with the life of unemployed 
people. No opportunity will be lost by the Organisers 
to achieve this object, but it is also intended that 
there shall be ample recreation. 
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The school opens on the Saturday evening of each 
week, and tea on each Saturday will be taken to- 
gether at the Lecture Hall (one minute from the 
station). 


Programme 
First Week. July 24th to July 31st. 


Saturday Evening— 


Inaugural Lecture William Paul. 


Sunday Morning— 
Visit to colliery, descent of 
pit, and bath at pit-head 
baths. 


Sunday Afternoon— 
The L.B.C. and the Dere- 
lict Area 
Soviet Communism — A 
New Civilisation 


William Paul. 


William Paul. 


Monday Morning— 

Adult Education and the 
Derelict Area : The Story 
of Harlech Residential 
College 


Ben Bowen Thomas, 
M.A. 


Monday Evening— 
Housing in a Derelict Area H. M. R. Burgess, 
A.R.LB.A. 
Tuesday— 
Books and Readers in a 


Derelict Area 


Wilfred Cowdry, 
Pontypridd Cen- 
tral Library. 
Tuesday Afternoon— ° 
Excursion to the Rhondda 
Valley. 


Wednesday— 

Whole-day excursion to the Vale of Glamorgan. 
Dinner will be taken at the Malt House Camp 
for the Unemployed. Visits to Ogmore School 
Camp, St. Donat’s Castle, and the Boverton 
Land Settlement. Concert and dance at the 
Malt House in the evening. 


Thursday Morning— 
The Political Movement in 
South Wales 


Thursday Afternoon— 
Excursion. 


Idris Cox. 


Thursday Evening— 
“A Plan to Save South 
Wales ” 


Friday Morning— 
Health in a Derelict Area 
Friday Afternoon— 


Visit to Merthyr and 
Dowilais. 


Idris Cox. 


Dr. Severn, M.O.H. 


Saturday Morning— 
Local Government in a 
Derelict Area 


Councillor Jesse 
Sweet. 
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Second Week. 


“A Plan to Save South 
Wales.” 

‘*The Political Movement 
in South Wales. 

‘““The Second Industrial 
Survey of South Wales.” 


““ Merthyr and Dowlais.” 


‘The Club Movement and 
Educational Settlement 
Work.”’ 


A number of lectures given-during the first week 
will also be repeated in the second week. This pro- 
gramme does not indicate the final order nor the 


Idris Cox 


Professor Marquand 


S. O. Davies, M.P. .. 
William Noble a8 


final list of lecturers. Edward Roberts, Town Clerk 
of Merthyr, and John Victor Evans, formerly 
Liberal Candidate for Merthyr and Pontypridd, will 
probably lecture during one of these weeks and other 
lecturers will be added to the list. Excursions in the 
second week will follow the same lines as the first 
week. There will be a film show, concerts by Welsh 
choirs and musical programmes. A special exhibi- 
tion showing Italian and German intervention in 
Spain will be held during the course of the school by 
the Pontypridd Unity Committee in conjunction 
with the Pontypridd L.B.C. 

Application forms for this school may be obtained 
by applying to Mr. C. Wallace, 10 Heath Crescent, 
Craigwen, Pontypridd, to whom all communications 
should be directed. Please do not write to this office. 


(c) Educational Conference 


The Educational Conference takes place at the 
Royal Hotel, Woburn Place, Russell Square, on 
Sunday, July 18th. The subject will be Education and 
Socialism, and the chair at the morning Session, 
which begins at 10 a.m., will be taken by A. S. 
Neill, the discussion being opened by Mr. Giles of 
the N.U.T. and Mr. Fomison of South Shields. 
After lunch the Conference resumes at 2.30 p.m. 
under the chairmanship of Professor Laski, and the 


discussion will be opened by G. D. H. Cole. Invita- 
tions can be obtained by writing to Dr. Lewis, c/o 
Victor Gollancz, Ltd., 14 Henrietta Street, Covent 
Garden, W.C.2. Among the subjects to be discussed 


‘will be Education for Democracy; Educational 


possibilities under the present system; the teaching 
of history; and bias in the schools. There will be 
ample opportunity at the Conference for any 
relevant topic to be raised. 


(J) MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS 


(a) Thin Paper 


The thin paper controversy is raging ! I have had 
a great number of letters from members, and some 
resolutions passed by Groups. One cannot be sure 
that the letters ome receives are an adequate 
“sample” of the opinion of members: but, of 
course, I have nothing else to go on. 

Of my correspondents, about 95 per cent. are 
enthusiastically in favour of the thin paper, and beg 
me not to go back to the thick. On the other hand, 
two or three who are themselves in favour of the thin 
paper think it will interfere with recruiting: and the 
5 per cent. who are hostile to the thin paper appar- 
ently take the matter so seriously that a few even 
think of resigning in consequence. Three members, 
in fact, have resigned for this reason—but one of 
them has added that he will rejoin again as soon as 
we use thick paper! All this is very fantastic; but 
the vagaries of human nature have to be taken into 
account. We feel that the “‘ thins ’’ will put up with 
the thick paper, but possibly the *‘ thicks ” won’t put 
up with the thin. My present view is, therefore, that 
this month’s book—The People’s Front—should be 
the last of the smaller format books to be printed on 
thin paper. In other words, books of novel format, 
of three to four hundred pages, will te printed on 
thicker paper, and the thinner paper reserved for 


books of novel format with a very large number of 
pages—such as the 800-page Handbook of Leninism, 
which will be a Choice in the late autuntn—and for 
the demy-octavo books—i.e., those of a larger format 
than the novel format—the format of Strachey’s 
Theory and Practice of Socialism. For instance, 
Brady’s Spirit and Structure of German Fascism (the 
September Choice) is a very long book and will be 
printed in this format: so will Freeman’s An 
American Testament, which contains 700 pages. 
Everyone seems to be agreed that for books in this 
format and of this number of pages, the thinner 
paper is desirable. 

Hannington’s Distressed Areas will be uniform 
with The Road to Wigan Pier—in order to make the 
32 full-page photographs of an adequate size. 

We beg the thin-paper enthusiasts to forgive us for 
giving way in this manner: we think it to be neces- 
sary, for the time being at any rate. 


(b) 20,000 *“ Extra” books 


Members often write to ask for some information 
as to how the various “ extra’ books “ go.” I had 
a count made of the orders on the card included in 
the last number of the News, and find that the 
‘“extxy. ”” books of various categories ordered on this 
card amounted to 20,000. 


429 


THE LEFT NEWS FOR JULY, 1937 


(c) Binding the Left News 

A good many of our members have written in 
asking how they should bind the Left News. We 
have recently come across an excellent method of 
doing this. There is in existence a binding case 
known as Cordex, which binds the 12 numbers abso- 
lutely flat, taking each issue as soon as it arrives. It 
is very simple and enables any part to be removed 
from the binding case at any time. This can be pro- 
vided, titled on the back ‘‘ Left News ”’ in gold foil, 
by Modern Bookbinders, Walpole Street, Blackburn, 
at the price of 3s. per case, packed in a cardboard 
box and delivered post paid. Orders, accompanied 
by remittance, should be sent direct to Modern 
Bookbinders and not to us. 


(d) Apology 


It was announced in the last editorial that Mrs. 
Helen Bentwich, L.C.C., would take the chair at the 
Hampstead Rally on June 29th. This announcement 
was due to a misunderstanding: Mrs. Bentwich was 
asked to do so, but refused. The Chair was taken 
by Mr. Kerran, Labour Party candidate for Luton. 


(e) Facetiz 
‘* Dear Sirs, 

“ Referring to the Left Book Club advertisement 
in today’s News Chronicle. 

‘“‘ Will you please say if the following books, or 
books covering the same subject, can be supplied 
under this scheme instead of your selected :— 

* Trout Flies, A. C. Williams, listed 10s. 6d. 

“* Dry Fly Man’s Entomology, Mosley, 10s. 6d.” 


THE GROUPS MONTH BY MONTH 
by Dr. John Lewis 


Organiser of the Local Groups 


(A) SUMMER ACTIVITIES 


allowing the summer months to interfere with 
Group activitics. They are adapting their pro- 
gramme to summer conditions. The Surrey Federa- 
tion of Left Book Clubs held a most successful week- 
end at the Lawrence Weaver Guest House, Leather- 
head, through the grounds of which flows the little 
river Mole. A most delightful spot! Marjorie 
Pollitt and David Davies were the lecturers on this 
occasion and the Guest House was full to capacity. 
The Unity Theatre Club gave a fine performance of 
Waiting for Lefty. Many other Groups have ar- 
ranged rambles, week-end schools, garden parties 
and similar outdoor events, with the result that 
these Groups have experienced a real fillip instead of 
entering the doldrums. 

Many of our readers will be going to the seaside 
this summer, and it may well be that Groups exist at 
the resorts they have chosen. One of our members 
writes: ‘ Would it not be possible during the sum- 
mer to arrange for seaside Groups at such places, to 
have informal Sunday afternoon rallies which Lon- 
don and other members could attend ? This would 
be a valuable means of contact between London and 
outside Groups, and once contacts were made, 
people coming to London from such places during 
the winter months would know where to find con- 
genial company.” 

It is too late now for announcements of such 
meetings to find a place in this issue of the News, but 
the August number will contain a list of special 


Pac more enterprising of the Groups are not 


meetings. Meanwhile anyone who is going on holi- 
day to one of the coastal resorts who writes in to me 
will at once be put in touch with the Group con- 
cerned, and wherever possible special arrangements 
will be made. 


Mr. John Herbert, a very enthusiastic member 
of the Club, who is always very welcome in the 
Groups when he opens discussions on the book of the 
month, is spending a holiday with a rucksack on his 
back, walking through Surrey and Sussex. He will 
be walking between Petworth, Godalming and 
Guildford from July 12th to 17th, and readers in this 
district should be on the look out for him. He is 
visiting conveners and addressing the Groups, and 
hopes to meet a good number of individual members 
who are unattached to any Groups. We are writing 
to all those living in the villages and towns through 
which Mr. Herbert will pass. Mr. Herbert is 
prepared to open discussions on Allen Hutt’s 
Post-War History of the British Working Class at any 
of the centres through which he is passing. 


We now have the names of quite a number of 
Guest Houses where camps and week-end schools 
can be held. We invite any of our readers who may 
know of such guest houses to write and tell us, since 
it is clear that the week-end school habit is growing 
rapidly. One of the most interesting of these is the 
Clarion Youth Hostel at Hoddesdon, which is 
situated in about 12 acres of grounds. They can 
accommodate about 40 people in the winter and 
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about 140 people in the summer, and there are excel- 
lent camping facilities. The charges are extra- 
ordinarily low. The week-end from the Saturday 
evening to the Sunday evening, including tea on the 
Saturday, sleeping accommodation and three meals 
on Sunday, only costs 5s. 


We are hoping to arrange a country rally here on 
July 25th with a prominent speaker, and I hope that 
without further announcement all Club members 
who can get to Hoddesdon, Hertfordshire, on that 
occasion will be there. They can all be sure of a very 
jolly day and some first-rate speeches. 


(B) A SPEAKER FROM CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


Jan Appel, Left-Wing member of the Social Demo- 
cratic Party, is visiting the Groups this month. By the 
time this issue reaches members’ hands he should be 
at Carlisle and Workington. From there he proceeds 
through North Lancashire to Manchester, Liverpool, 
Nottingham and Birmingham. 


(C) NEWS OF 


The Central London Group is undergoing a pro- 
cess of re-organisation, and is at the same time link- 
ing up with our Holborn members, who have 
hitherto not had a Group of their own. Their first 
venture is of importance to the whole of London, and 
will enable them to fulfil, as they should, the special 
functions of a Central Group. Mr. G. D. H. Cole, 
the author of the Book of the Month, The People’s 
Front, will be speaking on his own book on July 16th 
at the Conway Hall. On an occasion like this it 
should not only be detached members who come in 
to such an event, but all the London Groups who can 
manage it should organise parties to attend. We 
hope that on this occasion there will be a pilgrimage 
from all quarters of London to the Conway Hall. 

A large number of Groups are branching out in 
new directions, and Swindon in particular is doing 
extremely good work. They are in touch with about 
seventy actual members ; they hold fortnightly meet- 
ings, with an average attendance of between thirty 
and thirty-five; they are planning rambles, a visit to 
an interesting social settlement known as ‘‘ Bruder- 
hof,”’ where people of several nations live together in 
community, and also an effort for the Basque child- 
ren who will be encamped at a village a few milcs 
away; they are taking active steps to set on foot a 
Theatre Group in connection with the Left Theatre 
Guild; they will be represented at the Summer 

School at Digswell Park ; they are joining Gloucester 
and Cheltenham at a week-end school at Cinderford, 
and are planning one of their own. In addition to 
these activities they are supporting a bookshop 
called ‘“‘ The Unity Bookshop,” the premises con- 
sisting of a small lock-up shop and a back room ina 
fairly busy road. It has been open now for six weeks, 
and I believe I am right in saying that the book- 
sellers’ discount on the seventy-five Left Book Club 
members registered with the shop goes a long way 
towards paying the rent. Their turnover was 25s. in 
the first week and has risen steadily until in the sixth 
week it was £8. Books and newspapers of all sections 
of the ‘“ Left’ are on sale, and also a number of 


In view of the critical international situation it is 
important to know what is happening in Czecho- 
slovakia to day. There is no better guide than Jan 
Appel, who knows the whole situation in South East 
Europe. 


THE GROUPS 


novels. They have established a lending library of 
200 volumes. The shop has obtained a useful dupli- 
cating outfit which produces not only circulars but 
the Left Book Club bulletin. They are circularising 
all local working-class organisations, doctors, clergy, 
etc., and are becoming very well known in the town. 
The circulation of such Labour papers as The Daily 
Worker has gone up considerably since the shop was 
opened. The important thing about a bookshop of 
this kind is that there is nothing which so greatly aids 
in the development of the Club. There is already the 
possibility of moving to a larger shop, where addi- 
tional premises will be ayailable for regular Left 
Book Club meetings. 

Just as we go to press we learn that Mr. Andrew 
Campbell, a very keen Left Book Club member, is 
proposing to open up a progressive bookshop in Cen- 
tral Liverpool. There are, of course, already many 
admirable and energetic booksellers handling the 
Club’s publications in this city, but the point is that 
the new shop will include premises suitable for Left 
Book Club meetings. This should be of the greatest 
possible assistance to the Liverpool Left Book Club. 
We are sometimes told that the existence of the Left 
Book Club is interfering with the sales of books 
through ordinary channels. This is very far from 
being the case, for the Club, as the above instances 
show, has actually brought into existence scores of 
Left wing bookshops which are selling books of 
every kind. 

Many Groups which have for several months 
jogged quietly along with a small, rather private 
meeting of Club members, have realised that there is 
much to be gained by coming out into the opea with 
an occasional public meeting, which adds variety to 
the programme and brings the Group before the 
notice of other members of the Club who have not 
yet joined, and also of the general public. Thus 
Burnley, finding that if anything thery were too much 
‘*‘ all of one mind,”’ and that the Group meetings, 
though interesting, were not touching a sufficiently 
wide circle, launched out with a public meeting at 


431 


THE LEFT NEWS FOR JULY, 1937 


which a lecture was given on “ Life under Hitler ” 
by someone who had spent several years in Germany 
before and during the Nazi regime. This was a tre- 
mendous success and has given the Club a real fillip. 


Aberdeen, which has now divided into two Groups 
has been doing some very good work in the far north, 
and we are only sorry that our farthest journeys from 
headquarters have not yet taken us beyond Dundee. 
The question of funds often troubles Groups, but 
Aberdeen seems to know how to get hold of the 
money. They held a successful jumble sale, which 
realised a profit of £8. Evidently an enterprising 
Group, they have had the use of a small printing 


machine for turning out Club circulars, and now, » 


with the profits of their jumble sale, they have 
bought it. 


Spain is still very much to the fore in all our Group 
activities. Clapham Park Group have adopted a 
Basque child, and cordially recommend the sugges- 
tion to other Groups. 

Any Groups which would like to organise a Spain 
week can obtain a collection of posters and photo- 
graphs mounted on boards with explanatory notes, 
sufficient to fill a large room, if they write to Mr. 
E. J. Burford, c/o Spanish People’s Front, 17 Fleet 
Street, E.C.4. Mr. Burford proposes to make a 
small charge for the use of these things, the proceeds 
of which will be given to the Spanish Northern Hos- 
pital Committee. There is a larger and official Spain 
exhibition which may be obtained from the above 
address also. 


(D) SPECIAL GROUPS 


A number of special Groups have come into exist- 
ence during the month. AII interested in teaching 
should write in to this office so that we can put them 
in touch with one of the three teachers’ Groups. 
Teachers and others will be coming along to the 
special conference on Education and Socialism, 
which is to be held at the Royal Hotel, Russell 
Square, on Sunday, July 18th, and which will be 
addressed by A. S. Neill, H. J. Laski, G. D. H. Cole 
and C. G. T. Giles. 


A scientists’ Group has now been formed, and is 
holding its first meeting in London on July 14th, to 
be addressed by Professor H. Levy. Will all scient- 
ists and science students who are members of the 
Club write in for further particulars, either to me or 
to Mr. Harold Rose, 9 Edward Street, Mile End, 
London, E.1. (See page 437.) 


A Group of architectural students has also been 
established, and is meeting at 6a Chepstow Villas, 
Notting Hill, W.11. Members who are interested in 
architecture and would care to make contact with 
this Group should write to Mr. Frowd, the secretary, 
at this address. 


Mr. C. H. A. Lewes, 2 Pump Court, Temple, tells 
us that it is proposed to form a Left Book Club 
Group for the benefit of lawyers of either branch of 
the profession; he would like all those interested to 
write to him at once. Barristers and lawyers practis- 
ing Outside London need not feel barred: Mr. Lewes 
will be pleased to hear from them with a view to 
starting provincial Groups. 


A month or so ago we mentioned the possibility of 
isolated individuals forming, as it were, Correspond- 
ence Groups, and we have had a letter from Miss 
Janet Watson, 1 Brew Office Road, Tiptree, Essex, 
who will be very glad to correspond with Essex mem- 
bers. She suggests that a letter or short paper on the 
Book of the Month should be sent in to her and cir- 
culated. Will those willing to contribute or to re- 


ceive such communications drop a line to Miss 
Watson. 


Some time ago we had a special request from com- 
mercial travellers for assistance in organising them 
into a professional Group. We have had quite a 
number of letters as a result of this appeal, but not 
quite enough to make it possible to carry out any 
definite scheme. Will any more commercial travel- 
lers who would like to be linked up with members of 


their profession please write in to us ? 


Finally, some of our members are very keen on 
marionettes, and the London Marionette Theatre, 
1 Ravenscourt Park, W.6, the secretary of which is 
Miss Edith Lanchester, would be very glad indeed to 
hear from any Groups desiring to experiment with 
the marionette theatre as a medium of propaganda or 
discussion, among both adults and children. 


In this connection can any reader enlighten me as 
to the origin of a mysterious package which arrived 
in my office some weeks ago containing two marion- 
ette figures and two extremely interesting manu- 
scripts dealing with the technique on which to build 
the studio practice of a proletarian school of drama- 
tic art? No letter accompanied this valuable 
material, and there was no indication of the sender. 


Junior Groups 


The first Junior Left Book Club Group has come 
into existence at Highgate, where a meeting was held 
on Sunday, June 13th, which was attended by a 
member of the staff. Considering that this event has 
taken place before the issue of any special Left Books 
for Juniors this is pretty good going. 


Barnehurst, Kent and Astley, Manchester, have 
also written in foreshadowing developments along 
this direction and this augurs well for a great burst 
of activity when the Junior Left Book Club is 
actually launched. 
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(E) FOREIGN AND COLONIAL 


Our French Group in Paris has held an interesting 
meeting addressed by M. Gillhan and speakers from 
the Friends of the Front Populaire, the subject of the 
meeting being ‘‘ The Left Book Club, the great 
English democratic organisation.” 

We are exploring the possibilities of establishing 
contact with the Maison de la Culture of Paris, a 
great Left wing organisation touching the same 
kind of people as those who join the Left Book 
Club. 

Vernon Symonds is proposing to open a new guest 
house near Paris, which would provide excellent 
opportunities for Left Book Club members to make 
contact with similar movements in France, with the 
Maison de la Culture, and also with the People’s 
Front movement, with the leading personalities of 
which Vernon Symonds has considerable acquaint- 
ance. 

One of the most interesting and pathetic letters 
that we have received for a long time comes from an 
African Workers’ Union, one of the officials of which 
is a keen member of the Left Book Club. He tells us 
that all the books sent are avidly read by the native 
members of his union, and they keenly discuss each 
book. As he only receives one copy of each Choice 
his members take it in turn to read the Book of the 
Month, and the better educated talk to their fellow 
workers and discuss the books in the vernacular. 
His particular union is one of the best organised 
unions in Africa, and they are therefore deeply con- 
cerned with organising their sections of native 
workers. Our friend reminds us that African workers 


are already under the heel of fascism; they are de- 
barred from attending meetings in public halls, even 
the European Trade Unions refusing to hire their 
Trades Hall to African organisations. The wages of 
African workers, he tells us, are in the ratio of 1 to 7 
with that of the white workers. Although the natives 
are already beginning to organise into their own 
Trade Unions, the majority of them do not as yet 
understand what a Trade Union is, and there is there- 
fore a tremendous amount of educational and pro- 
paganda work to be done, hence the immense im- 
portance of Left Book Club publications. This 
friend is aiming to make considerable use of 
the new Educational Series among his fellow 
workers. e 

We have received a larger number of letters from 
Australia and New Zealand this month than ever 
before, and there are signs that at last a really big 
movement is on foot, both to spread the Left Book 
Club and to develop a number of Groups. This is as 
it should be, for throughout the whole of Australia 
and New Zealand there is a great democratic tradi- 
tion and a keen interest in Left movements. 

In Sydney, the Left Book Club Group is running 
in the closest possible co-operation with the Workers’ 
Educational Association, which augurs well for its 
future influence. 

Will all our members in these countries who are 
not yet in touch with Groups please write in to this 
office if they do not see the name of a nearby con- 
vener in the Left News, and we will do everything in 
our power to link them up into new Groups. 


(F) AREA ORGANISATION 


Area Organisation has already made a good start, 
but during the remaining months of the Summer and 
through the Autumn we should like to see practically 
the whole country covered by Area Committees on 
the model of the Surrey, Birmingham and Manches- 
ter Area Organisations. These area committees 
perform important functions. They can render 
assistance to weak branches because they can detect 
sooner than anybody when a branch is getting 
into difficulties. The good work done by one 
branch can very well serve as a valuable stimulus to 
the others. Joint events can be organised, such as 
public meetings, lectures, film shows, dramatic 


events and week-end schools, because united support 
makes possible what would be out of the question if 
one Group attempted to act alone. A speaker’s panel 
can be drawn up and training classes for speakers 
organised, so that the Groups can always find suit- 
able persons to open discussions on the Book of the 
Month. These are only some of the possible activities 

of an area federation. We shall be in correspondence 

with a number of conveners from now onwards, ask- 

ing them to assist us in getting such organisations set 

up, but it would be better still if conveners took the 

initiative and called together preliminary conferences 

of representatives of neighbouring Groups. 


(G) AUTUMN RALLIES 


This year’s rallies came to a conclusion with the 
meeting in the People’s Palace on June 13th, but we 
are beginning again early in September and carrying 
right through until the end of November. This time 
our plans will be somewhat different. We are arrang- 
ing to visit 12 important centres—one each week-end, 
from September 11th to November 27th. Gollancz 


will attend as many of these as he possibly can, and 
in other cases he will be represented by either myself 
or William Paul. There will be a second speaker in 
every case, such as John Strachey or some other well- 
known speaker for the Left Book Club. In addition, 
the local friends will find either a chairman or a local 
speaker, thus making up a platform of three. 


433 


THE LEFT NEWS FOR JULY, 1937 


On the Sunday afternoon there will be a large 
public meeting in one town, and on the Sunday even- 
ing a similar meeting in another; on the Saturday 
(afternoon or evening) there will be, in a third town, 
something more in the nature of an informal confer- 
ence. 

The following provisional programme has been 
drawn up, but it is, of course, subject to considerable 
re-arrangement :— 


Sept. 11th. Saturday .. Durham. 
Sunday afternoon .. Sunderland. 
Sunday evening Newcastle. 
Sept. 18th. Saturday Doncaster. 
Sunday (1) .. Rotherham. 
Sunday (2) .. Sheffield. 
Sept. 25th. Saturday .. Chester. 
Sunday (1) .. Birkenhead. 
Sunday (2) .. Liverpool. 
Oct. 2nd. Saturday : Nelson. 
Sunday (1).. Clitheroe. 
Sunday (2) .. Burnley. 
Oct. 9th. Saturday . Leicester. 
Sunday (1) .. Derby. 
Sunday (2) .. Nottingham. 
Oct. 16th. Saturday : Dovercourt. 
Sunday (1) .. Norwich. 
Sunday (2) .. Ipswich. 


Oct. 23rd. Saturday . Swindon. 
Sunday afternoon .. Bath. 
Sunday evening Bristol. 

Oct. 30th. Saturday Bradford. 
Sunday (1) .. Huddersfield. 
Sunday (2) .. Leeds. 

Nov. 6th. Saturday .. Hastings. 
Sunday (1) .. Lewes. 
Sunday (2) .. Eastbourne. 

Nov. 13th. Saturday .. Bargoed. 
Sunday (J) .. Merthyr. 
Sunday (2) .. Aberdare. 

Nov. 20th. Saturday .. Bridgend. 
Sunday (1) .. Port Talbot. 
Sunday (2) . Swansea. 

Nov. 27th. Saturday .. Northampton. 
Sunday (1) .. Rugby. 
Sunday (2) .. Coventry. 


In addition to these special week-end rallies it will 
be possible for other towns to arrange rallies and we 
shall render them every assistance in so doing. While 
we Cannot guarantee the attendance of the members 
of the Selection Committee at a large number of 
these meetings in addition to the rallies, we shall have 
first-rate speakers available wherever a good meeting 
can be arranged for them, and we want to encourage 
area organisations and conveners to go ahead with 
their own plans. 


(H) SPEAKERS’ CLASSES 


Now that over 600 Groups are firmly established 
up and down the country, it is important that during 
the forthcoming Autumn and Winter we should take 
steps to make the Group discussions as profitable as 
yossible. While in some cases conveners have found 
it possible, by depending upon local talent or by 
bringing in outside assistance, to draw up a really 
fine programme of speakers and openers, yet in other 
cases this has not happened. Sometimes a Group has 
depended upon its own efforts and has not found 
sufficient talent to make the discussions really worth 
while. In other cases the Groups have tried to get 
outside help, but in vain. We have had literally 
hundreds of applications for help in this matter, 
and in the majority of cases we have been 
successful in sending competent speakers to the 
Groups. 

We have had running in London and Manchester 
classes for the training of speakers which have turned 
Out a number of people able and willing to open dis- 
cussions. But the demand far exceeds the supply and 
we ‘want that demand to increase. This means that 
during the Autumn it will be necessary to establish 
special training classes for leaders of Group discus- 
sions in addition to those already in existence. Our 
members can help us very considerably in this 
respect. There must be a very large number who 
have a certain background of reading and study 


which already fits them to lead discussions. We 
should be glad if they would write in to us and offer 
their services, stating their qualifications. In the 
earlier days of the Club’s life a certain number of 
friends offered their services, and a good many of 
them have been asked to speak again and again. We 
want to say how tremendously we are indebted to 
them for their really devoted services. It may be that 
some have not been used at all, perhaps because 
when they first wrote in there was not so great a de- 
mand for the service of speakers, perhaps because we 
did not know them very well. We therefore want 
both those who have not volunteered before, and 
those who may have offered in the past but have not 
yet found work to do for us, to write in and ask to be 
put on our panel. Will Group conveners take par- 
ticular notice of talent in their own Groups and pass 
on the names of likely speakers to me ? 

The area committees have a very important func- 
tion to fulfil here. It should be their task to find 
potential speakers and enrol them in a panel. They 
should then be in a position to supply the Groups in 
their area with discussion openers. 

It is obviously a matter of careful organisation and 
hard work, but it is really of immense importance for 
the future of the Club, and we want the energetic co- 
operation of all concerned to get this machinery in 
full working order during the Autumn. 


434 


THE LEFT NEWS FOR JULY, 1937 


(1) TOWNS WHERE NO GROUPS HAVE BEEN F ORMED 


Falmouth Wellingborough Isleworth 
Totnes Smethwick Kenton 
Blandford Loughborough Stanmore 
Paignton Melton Mowbray Dewsbury 
Weston-Super- Abergavenny Billingham 
Mare Anglesey Hexham 
Salisbury Bangor Leamington 
East Grinstead Mountain Ash Runcorn 
Maidenhead Neath Airdrie 
Cheam Newport Alexandria 
Guildford Pentre Biggar 
Oxted Whitchurch Dumfries 
Purley Buckhurst Hill Gourock 
Thornton Heath Goodmayes Hamilton 
Worcester Park Seven Kings Musselburgh 


Barnehurst Upminster Rutherglen 
Dover Hertford Stornoway 
Welling Lincoln Kelty 

Erith 


N.B.—This is not a complete list and does not 
mean that all towns that have appeared on our lists 
previously now have Groups. 


London Postal Districts where Groups are still 
wanted. 


W.1 N.18 N.15 N.W.7 
S.W.14 NO E.3 S.E.10 
S.W.8 N.11 EB.12 S.E.12 
N.4 N.13 E.14 S.E.20 


(J) FOR CONVENERS ONLY 


1. A number of conveners are writing in to the 
effect that they are overwhelmed with communica- 
tions addressed to them by people who have, through 
the Left News, got hold of their names and addresses 
as conveners of the Left Book Club. I saw one un- 
fortunate convener collect his ‘‘ fan mail ’”? the other 
day after being away for a week, and it consisted of 
eight or nine bulky packages. On looking through 
them with him it was apparent that some would be 
regarded as of real importance by certain Groups. 
Other communications were frankly rubbish. While 
one convener was cheerful enough to say ‘*‘ I rather 
like opening all this correspondence ”’ others have 
been really bothered. We want to say first of all that 
we are not in the least responsible for all these com- 
munications and secondly, that conveners must use 
their own discretion with regard to them. There may 
be an appeal which they feel ought to be brought 
before the Group. In that case they will know what 


to do, but where they feel that the Group would be 
unduly distracted from its main task by having 
extraneous matter brought to its attention, they must 
after due consideration be prepared to consign much 
of this matter to the wastepaper basket. 

2. In sending out circulars conveners should re- 
member that the postal regulations do not allow 
duplicated circulars to be sent for 4d. unless in 
bundles of 20 or more, which must be handed over 
the counter tied up in a bundle with the correct form 
filled in. Where this is not done excess postage will 
be charged to the recipient of these bills, who will be 
considerably annoyed. 


A Word in Season. ,A zealous member writes : 
** ‘Never leave the house without a packet of yellow 
leaflets in your pocket. I find that however eloquent 
words may be a yellow leaflet passed across at the 
right moment does more good.” 


CIVIL LIBERTIES 


I understand that the National Council for Civil 
Liberties, with which, as a Vice-President, I have been 
associated since its formation just over three years 
ago, has been approached by Group Conveners who 
are interested in its work, and who would like to link 
up some of their activities with those of the Council. 

The Groups can perform a most useful service by 
sending to the Council reports of any encroachments 
on civil rights which occur in their neighbourhood. 
Information of this kind is the basis of the work of 
the Council, and the effectiveness of any action which 
it may take depends to a great extent on the prompt- 
ness, accuracy and detail of these reports. For this 
reason the Council is anxious to keep in close touch 
with progressive bodies, such as the Left Book Club 
Groups, which are particularly useful as they have 
ramifications all over the country. 

As a first step towards this co-operation, I 
Suggest that, on the one hand, Groups should 


consider affiliating to the Council—the fee is 5s. a 
year—and also that individual members who wish to 
join in the Council’s activities and receive its 
literature should enrol separately as members. 

The Council derives its support solely from its 
subscriptions and affiliation fees, and its energies 
have been so exclusively devoted to its day-to-day 
work in defence of civil rights that it has not had the 
leisure to canvass for the increased membership 
which it needs to support its growing activities. 

Apart from financial reason, an increase in 
membership and affiliation is very necessary, for the 
fight in defence of democratic liberties cannot be 
won by a small organisation, however alive and 
energetic it may be ; it needs the wide support of 
liberal-minded persons and progressive organisa- 
tions who are prepared to help to defend such 
democratic liberties as we still enjoy in this country. 

V.G. 
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LOCAL CENTRES AND CIRCLES | 


For the benefit of new members it may be said that 600 local Left Book 
Club circles have sprung up all over the country for discussion of the Book of 
the Month, general co-operation and (in some cases) political action. Member- 
ship is entirely voluntary; but the mass of correspondence which we are 
receiving seems to show that they are one of the most popular features of the 
Club. Members are therefore asked to get into touch with the Convener in 
their District; they will find it worth while to attend one meeting in order to 
find out whether they would like to become regular members of their circle. 


Notices of meetings intended for this section must reach us before the first 
post on July 19th. a 


(a) ADDITIONS TO LISTS PRINTED IN PREVIOUS ISSUES. 


ABERYSTWITH, Cards. T. Istwyn NICHOLAS, _, KETTERING, Northants. Councillor G. B. Smiru, 
a“ Glasgoed, Elmtree Avenue: Co-operative and Labour Institute, Newland Street, 


ADNEY, near NEWPORT, Shropshire. Miss Kettering. 
. HELEN Dennis, The Old Farm, Adney. =KILMATHOMAS, Co. Waterford, IRELAND. 
oo BRANDON’ C0: race is es ponent PATRICK A. BoyLe, Main Street, Kilmathomas. 
, BRISBANE, Queensland, Australia, Secrecy: LIVERPOOL, East, including Clubmoor, Anfield, 
a M. E. Wexssy, Box 1512vG.P.0.~ West Derby, Fairfield. Wittiam SAMUELs, 10 
BURY ST. EDMUNDS, Suffolk. W. H. Savers, Gertrude Road, Anfield, Liverpool. . 


51 Horsecroft Road. LONDON, S.W.2. Joun ROBERTS, 26 Thornbury 


~ CHISLEHURST, Kent. N. E. Minaur, 149 Green,” Road, S W.2. 
ee Lane, West Chislehurs’*” EAST LONDON TEACHERS. Will all teachers 
CIRENCESTER, Glos. Miss ANNE FREMANTLE, © interested in the formation of a Group for their 
Knights Mill, Quenington. It is hoped that members profession in this district write to N. M. TURNER, 


living outside town willalso attend and arrange Group 11b Grove Road, Wanstead, E.11. 


meetings in their own villages in the interval between “TODMORDEN, Lancs. Councillor W. G. Town, 66 
monthly meetings of main Group. / Bacup Road, Todmorden. 


_ EBBW VALE, Mon. Ron Evans, 5 Baptist Place, TRANENT, E. Lothian. Rosert PATERSON, 25 


—— Beaufort, Mon (See under (c),)— Morrison Avenue. 
EYE, Suffolk. A. CHEESBROUGH, Swan Road, Worling- WORCESTER. EF. BE. BRAKE, 4 Redland Road, 
worth, Eyg: Malvern Link, Worcs. 

HOLBROOK, Warwick. R. B. PoweELL, 2 Gospel YARMOUTH, Norfolk. Miss J. BRADNUM, 110 

ye Oak Road, Exhall, Coventry Trafalgar Road West, Gorleston-on-Sea. 


(6) ALTERATIONS TO LISTS PRINTED IN PREVIOUS ISSUES 


ABERDARE, Glam. Daviw Epwarpbs’ new MANCHESTER, Broughton Park, Salford. 
C address is Rhydyfen, ! Gwawr Street, Aberaman, ~~ LAWRENCE Martin, 63 Stanley Road, Broughton 
Aberdare. Park. 


8 ABERDEEN. JACK WATSON’s new address is ROMFORD and HORNCHURCH, Essex. The 

c/o Duff, 12 Seaton Avenue. above Groups have amalgamated under ERNEST 

‘BLACKPOOL, Lancs. S. MALLIGAN’s new BUTLER, 82 Laurel Crescent, Rush Green, 
yr address is 34 Hill Street, South Shore, Blackpool. Romford. 


DAGENHAM, Essex. P. HAsELTON, 95 Black- WARRINGTON, Lancs. Rev. S. SKELHORN, 6 


< borne Road, Dagenham. a Palmyra Square, Trinity Vicarage, Warrington. 
ye HARROGATE, Yorks. Mrs. VERA WATSON, 
Rexholm, Wetherley Lane. (See under (c).) / WATLING, Middlesex. Mr. HENFIELD, 43 
ILKLEY, Yorks. H. Porrace, Beaconville, 4// | Tewkesbury Gardens, N.W.9. 
_ Skipton Road is temporary convener. WEMBLEY PARK, Middlesex. L. GENYon 


ALONDON, South Harrow. L. F. Geary, 22% 30 Crossways, Wembley Park. 


Kings Road, South Harrow. 
ee WIRRAL (Bebington and Ellesmere Port), 


ONDON, Highgate, N.6. J. A. D. Grant, | tn future will be known as Bromborough (Wirral) 

2 210a Tufnell Park Road, N.7. Group, and the new convener is S. SCHOFIELD, 18 

_ LONDON, N.W.1. ROLFE LLEWELLYN, c/o Vin- Carlett Boulevard, Eastham, Wirral. (See under 
_— guard Bookshop, 88 Park Street, N.W.1. (c).) 
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(c) NOTICES OF MEETINGS 


CENTRAL LONDON and HOLBORN. Friday, 
July 16th, at 8 p.m. Conway Hall, Red Lion 
Square, W.C.2. G. D. H. Cole on his book “The 
People’s Front.” Chairman: Dr. John Lewis. 
It is hoped also to hold small monthly meetings 
for the benefit of Holborn residents. If you are 
interested, a postcard to Dr. Lewis will ensure 
that you are placed on the mailing list. 


EDINBURGH. Discussion on Allen Hutt’s book. 
Friday, July 30th, Candlemaker’s Hall, Candle- 
maker’s Row, 7.45. 


MANCHESTER. Special lantern lecture ‘Nine 
Days that shook Britain,” to illustrate Allen 
Hutt’s book, by William Paul. Burlington Cafe, 
7.30, July 19th. (Slides from photographs of the 
General Strike.) 


BARNSLEY, Yorks. Next meeting, Thursday, 
July 15th, in the Miners’ Hall. Mr. Leay on 
“Soviet Democracy.” 


BROMBOROUGH, Wirral, Cheshire. Meeting 
on July 18th, at 7.45, at 9 June Avenue, Brom- 
borough. Discussion on Allen Hutt’s book by 
Leo McGree, Merseyside Leader of Unemployed 
mentioned in book (See under (8).) 


BURY, Lancs. Meeting at Elsinore Café, on 
Tuesday, July 20th, at 7.30 for discussion on 
Hutt’s book. 


BURY ST. EDMUNDS, Suffolk. Meeting on 
July 20th, at 7.30 at the Small Room, Co-opera- 
tive Hall, Risbygate Street. (See under (a).) 


CAMBERLEY, Surrey. July 27th at Trees, 
Belton Road, 7.30. Discussion on ‘* Soviet Demo- 
cracy.”” 

CARDIFF. Meeting at Y.M.C.A. on July 13th at 
7.30. Arthur Horner, President S. Wales Miners’ 
Federation, will speak on Hutt’s Book. 


‘EBBW VALE, Mon. Meetings at Co-operative 
Hall, Tredegar Road, at 7.30, alternate Fridays 
beginning June 25th. (See under (a).) 

GRANTHAM, Lincs. Next mecting, Picture 
House Café, St. Peter’s Hill, Grantham, on 
Tuesday, July 13th, at 7.30. Discussion on Hutt’s 
book. 


HARROGATE. July 15th, at St. Cyrus, Hook- 


KNUTSFORD, Cheshire. Meeting on Wednes- 
day, July 14th, at 7.30, at Whitecroft, opposite 
Plumbley Station, Plumbley. Discussion on Left 
Book Club, its aims and future. ° 


LIVERPOOL. Jan Appel, from Czecho-Slovakia, 
will speak at Lesser Picton Hall, 7.30. Special 
meeting. Tickets 3d. and 6d. July 22nd, Mrs. 
Hirsch, 25 Grove Park, Liverpool, 8. 


LONDON, E.7. Will meet twice a month at the 
““Park Ward’ Labour Committee rooms, 70 
Margery Park Road, E.7. Dates to be had from 
C. J. Ramsey, 29 Leonard Road, E.7. 


LONDON, Walthamstow, E.17. Meetings now 
at 25 Albert Road, Ist and 3rd Wednesdays in 
month. 21st July, S. Jacobi on “* Wigan Pier.” 


LONDON, N.W.1. Ist Monday and 3rd Wednes- 
day of month, 13 Albert Road, Regent’s Park, 
N.W.1. 


LONDON, N.W.3. This Group meets second 
Monday in the month to discuss monthly choice 
at 3 Oliver Mansions, Gondar Gardens, N.W.6. 


LONDON, Stoke Newington, N.16. Second 
Tuesday in month at 8 p.m. 229 Albion Road, 
N.16. 


LONDON, Southwark, S.E.1. Meetings on Ist 
and 3rd Wednesday in month, at New Café, 41 
Great Dover, S.E.1. 


LONDON, Chelsea, S.W.3. Joint meeting, July 
13th, with League of Nations Union, 342 Kings 
Road, Chelsea, at 8.15 p.m. 


LONDON, Fulham, S.W.6. Meeting on July 
12th at 7.30 p.m. 69 Fulham Road. Discussion 
on “ Post-War History of the British Working 
Class.” 


LONDON, S.W.10. July 27th, 8.15, Sydney Hall, 
Pond Street, S.W.3. ‘The People’s Front.” 


August 10th, 8.15 p.m., at above address. Open 
meeting. 
LONDON, North. TEACHERS’ GROUP. 


Meetings 2nd and 4th Thursday. Further par- 
ticulars from G. Williams, 33 Stork Orchard 
Crescent, N.7. 


LONDON, SCIENTISTS’ GROUP. An in- 
augural meeting will be held at the Y.M.C.A., 


stone Road, E., for discussion on Strachey’s—~ Great Russell Street, W.C.1, on July 14th at 7.30 


‘Theory and Practice of Socialism.” 


ILFORD, Essex. Meetings twice monthly. July 
19th, 8 p.m., Mayfair Café, Cranbrook Road, 
Ilford. Discussion on ‘“* Dictatorship and Demo- 
cracy,”’ opened by Miss J. Keen. 


ISLE OF WIGHT. Meeting on July 23rd, at 
Labour Party Headquarters, 13 Lugley Street, 
Newport. 


KINGSTON and District. Meeting Co-opera- 
tive Hall, Kings Road, on Tuesday, July 13th, at 
8 p.m. Allen Hutt will speak at a public meeting 
on “‘ British Working-Class Movements.” 


p.m., when Professor H. Levy will speak on 
‘Science and Socialism.” The convener of this 
Group is H. Rose, 9 Edward Street, Mile End, E.1. 


“LONDON, Ealing, W.5. Film show, Hanwell 
Public Library. ‘‘ The International Brigade” 
and ‘‘ News from Spain.” Thursday, July 15th, 
at 8 p.m. 


LONDON. CLARION CYCLING CLUB. 
Hammond’s Tea Rooms, assemble 11 a.m., then 
tour through Herts. lanes, and tea at Hoddesdon 
Youth Hostel and discussion on Allen Hutt’s 
book. July 18th. 
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MIDDLESBROUGH. Meeting every Thursday, 
7.30, Unitarian Church, Corporation Road. 
Ist Thursday, discussion on previous month’s 
Choice. 2nd and 4th Thursday, Study Group on 
Strachey’s “‘ Theory and Practice of Socialism.” 
3rd Thursday, open. 

MILNGAVIE, Glasgow. Next meeting, Tuesday, 
Aug 3rd, 8 p.m., at Craig y Barns, Moss Park 
Avenue, in garden if fine. Discussion on Allen 
Hutt’s book. 

MINEHEAD and District. 
every alternate Thursday, from June I[1th 
onwards at 7.30 in members’ houses. Convener, 
Rev. Cresswell Webb, Oare Rectory, Brendon, 
N. Devon. 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. Please note new 
meeting place, Rose Café, Ridley Place, opposite 
Waugh’s Bookshop. Discussions will be held on 
‘July 8th and 22nd at above address. 


NOTTINGHAM. Meeting at Welbeck Hotel, 
7.45, to discuss Hutt’s book. 

PAISLEY. James Gillespie will lead discussion on 
Paris Commune, Saturday, July 24th. Members 
and friends assemble at bandstand, Rouken 
Glen. Tea will be served. One-day School to be 
held at Drymenton, Sunday, August 29th, to discuss 
Hutt’s book. Particulars from D. M. Blair, 27 
Cotton Street, Paisley. 

PONTYPOOL. Discussion on Hutt’s book, July 
19th, at Saunders Garage, Clubroom, Pontymoile. 
Opener : Mr. Pugh. 

PLYMOUTH. Meeting on July 16th at 7.30, at 
Uglow’s Café, Lockyer Street, ‘‘ The United 
Front.” Discussion. 

RAMSGATE. No meeting on August Ist. 
meetings only. August 15th and 29th. 

ROMFORD and HORNCHURCH. Meetings 
on July 14th and July 28th at 8 p.m. Discussion 
on Allen Hutt’s book, at Delaney and Sons, 
opposite Roneo Offices, Hornchurch Road. 

SEVENOAKS. July 23rd. A meeting is being 
arranged for this day when it is hoped to form a 
Group. All those interested should write to Dr. 
Lewis and full particulars will be sent. A speaker 
from Headquarters will be present. 


Meetings held 


Two 


SOUTHEND. Meeting at I.L.P. Hall, Broadway 
Market, on Tuesday, July 13th, at 8 p.m. Dis- 
cussion on Allen Hutt’s book. 


SOUTHPORT, Lancs. July 2\st. Temperance 
Institute, 8 p.m. G. R. Nicholson, opens dis- 
cussion on ‘* Soviet Democracy.” 


ST. HELENS, Lancs. Meeting at Railway Insti- 
tute, Salisbury Street, on Monday, July 19th, at 
7.30. Discussion on Paris Commune, opened by 
Jack Stead, Treasurer of Trades and Labour 
Council. 


STOKE-ON-TRENT. Meeting on July 17th at 
7.30, at the Co-op. Hall, Old Hall Street, Hanley. 
J. W. Newman will speak on Allen Hutt’s book. 


STAINES, Middlesex. The inaugural meeting 
of the above Group will be held at 2 Cherry Tree 
Avenue, Staines, on Sunday, July 25th, at 7.30 
p-m. Members from Ashford, Egham and Lale- 
ham, are cordially invited. 


STANLEY AREA, Co. Durham. A meeting will 
be held at Clough Dene, on July 14th, at 7.30. 
G. N. Westgarth, M.A., will speak on ‘* Man’s 
Worldly Goods.” Discussion. 


TODMORDEN, Lancs. Meeting on Sunday 
morning at 10.30, on July 25th at residence of 
Councillor W. G. Town, 66 Bacup Road, Tod- 
morden. See under (a). 


YORK. No meeting until September 19th when 
there will be a discussion on ‘“‘ The Labour Party 
in Perspective.” 


WATLING CENTRE, Middlesex. Discussion 
on Hutt’s book opened by Mr. Findlay, on July 
16th, at 8 p.m. 


Alternate Fridays, Labour 
“* Condition 


WHITLEY BAY. 
Rooms, 2a Esplanade, July 23rd. 
of Britain.” 


WYTHENSHAWE. Monday, July 19th, 8.30, 182 
Broadoak Road, Bus Terminus, Benchill, to 
discuss Allen Hutt’s book. 


(dq) NOTICES OF WEEK-END SCHOOLS, RALLIES, Etc. 


CENTRAL LONDON and HOLBORN. G.D. 
H. Cole on his book ‘‘ The People’s Front.” July 
15th. Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, 8. 


WEST LONDON CONVENERS. A conference 
is being held on July 24th, at the National Trade 
Union Club, 24 New Oxford Street, at 3 p.m. 
Dr. John Lewis, John Allen, Basil Burton will be 


present. Full particulars to be had from Donald 
Bruce, 25 Warrington Crescent, Maida Vale, W.9. 


EASTBOURNE. All members of the club on 
holiday in Eastbourne will find a hearty welcome 
if they will get in touch with the secretary, Mrs. 
Estcourt, 35 Vicarage Drive, who will inform 
them of any activities. 
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TOPIC OF THE MONTH: 


PAROCHIALISM 
by John Strachey 


by year, the general tension of the world 

situation grows. And as it grows a steady and 
ever-broadening stream of men and women come 
over to the Socialist position. 

In many cases they come the whole way at once. 
This is an intoxicating experience. It is a double 
revelation. In a few months, sometimes in a few 
weeks, men and women who have hitherto been more 
or less blind and indifferent to what is happening to 
the world, become conscious both of the peril in 
which everything which makes life worth living now 
stands, and of the way forward to a fuller and better 
life for themselves and for mankind. 

Another category of people have long been con- 
scious of the first part of this revelation. They have 
long seen and felt the gradual, uneven and intermit- 
tent, but over the years inexorable, decay of the world 
in which we live. But they may only in the last few 
months, or even weeks, have seen the cause and the 
way out. It may be that it was but yesterday that 
they caught a vision of the infinitely complex inter- 
connections between an economic and social system 
which is ceasing to work, and of the desperate and 
apparently irremediable ills of the present day. They 
may have only now realised, not merely intellectually, 
but with their whole beings, that particular economic 
and class relationships are producing this whole vast 
complex of social decay ; that these relationships have 
only to be abolished, and more rational ones put 
in their places, for the dreadful symptoms of degener- 
ation to disappear. 

Even this half of the revelation is sufficientlyintoxi- 
cating. It involves grasping for the first time that 
reforms in the present social order will not suffice; 
that what faces mankind to-day is one of those 
crucial changes of phase of which there have only 
been two or three in previous human history; that 
nothing less than this change of phase, this change of 
the very basis of the relations under which men co- 
operate to get their daily bread, will suffice to save us. 
Thus, even if it is only this part of the socialist revela- 
tion which has been just grasped, a great mental 
revolution must have taken place. 

For it is this side of the revelation which involves 
the rejection in principle of the whole political philo- 
sophy in which nearly every one of us has been reared. 
That philosophy is in essence Liberal. But it has in 
Britain become common ground to the majority of 
the members of both the Conservative and Labour 
parties. It is a political philosophy which rejects all 
these concepts of distinct phases in social develop- 
ment and which, in particular, denies that a struggle 
between different classes in the community inescap- 


[Jor sex, e with interruptions, but yet year 


ably exists, and is the one dynamic factor which can 
carry society forward from one phase to another. 


* * % * * 


If this political philosophy be rejected, we have to 
seek for another. And the only alternative to it is 
that political philosophy which we call, after its 
founder, Marxism. But it is no light task for anyone 
to change the basic assumptions on which, whether 
consciously or unconsciously, they have hitherto 
guided all their actions. It is not to be expected that 
for some time after they have rejected the old they 
will be able fully to assimilate the new. 

Thus it comes about, in any period like the present, 
that a considerable number of earnest and sincere 
men and women will begin to act on the basis of what 
they believe to be new views, but on what is, in fact, 
a painfully distorted or caricatured version of these 
new views. There are, to come down to particulars, 
evident signs in Britain at the moment of the appear- 
ance of a tendency for which I know of no better 
name than “‘ Leftism.’’ (It may seem paradoxical for 
a member of a Left Book Club to object to “ Leftism,” 
but I would go so far as to say that one of the prime 
functions of this Club is’so to equip its members that 
they are immune from Leftism, in the sense in which 
this article strives to define that term.) 

The essential characteristic of contemporary 
Leftism is a refusal of all agreements or alliances 
between different sections of progressive opinion. 
The typical Leftist believes that those who advocate, 
for example, a popular front, or working agreement, 
between Liberals, Socialists and Communists in this 
country, must be less devoted than themselves to the 
cause of the abolition of capitalism. I have not the 
faintest doubt of the passionate sincerity of nearly all 
of those who take this Leftist point of view. They 
undoubtedly believe that they are the sole and chosen 
representatives of the great revolutionary tradition, 
the tradition of the struggles of the oppressed in every 
age. They have seen, as we all have, the appalling 
consequences to a Labour movement of the policy of 
concession and compromise which has been pursued 
ever since its foundation by the leaders of the British 
Labour movement. They sincerely believe that the 
policy of the unification of all the forces of progress, 
for example, means a capitulation to that disastrous 


tradition. 
* ™ * * * 


But in all this they are profoundly mistaken. A 
study of the works of Lenin, for example—and his 
name is constantly used by them-—could not fail to 
convince the Leftists that they have very naturally and 
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understandably, but very profoundly, misconceived 
the nature of his teachings. (And no doubt all sincere 
Leftists will one by one undertake that study and so 
convince themselves of the true situation.) 

Running through all the enormous corpus of 
Lenin’s writings, as one of the principal threads, is 
a distinction between different kinds of compromise. 
Again and again we find Lenin rejecting the idea, 
constantly appearing then as now, that it was inad- 
missible for scientific Socialists to make agreements 
and compromises with Liberals and Progressives, and 
other non-socialist individuals and organisations. 
Lenin held, on the contrary, that such agreements 
often had to be made even when, as was the case in 
Russia, the Liberals in question were unreliable allies 
in the common struggle against reaction. ‘* Only 
those,” Lenin wrote, ‘‘ who have no self-reliance can 
fear to enter into temporary alliances even with un- 
reliable people; not a single political party could exist 
without entering into such alliances.” (Selected 
Works, Vol. II, p. 40.) 

Indeed Lenin was extremely severe on all those who 
seemed to want to be revolutionary for the sake of 
being revolutionary. 

‘* We, the Social-Democrats,”” he wrote, “ never 
can and never will put forward the slogan * be more 
revolutionary than everybody.” (Parvus and Trotsky, 
whom Lenin in this article unkindly calls ‘ the wind- 
bag,” had used this typically Leftist phrase.) We shall 
not even try to keep pace with the revolutionariness 
of the democrat who is detached from his class basis, 
who flaunts phrases and who snatches at catchy 
and cheap slogans (particularly intheagrarian sphere). 
On the contrary we shall always be extremely critical 
of such revolutionariness. .’ (Social Demo- 
cracy and the Provisional Revolutionary Govern- 
ment.” Selected Works, Vol. III. p. 34.) 

Lenin said definitely that if the situation required 
it ‘‘ for the good of the cause, the proletariat will 
always support not only the vacillating petty bour- 
geoisie but even the big bourgeoisie.” (“On Slogans,” 
Selected Works, Vol. VI, p. 170.) 

Finally, in a special article, devoted to the question 
and entitled Compromises, Lenin makes it perfectly 
clear that in his view compromises may be necessary. 

‘* The term compromise in politics implies the sur- 
render of certain of one’s demands, the renunciation 
of part of one’s demands by agreement with another 
party. The usual idea of the man in the street regard- 
ing the Bolshevists, an idea fostered by the systematic 
calumniations of the Press, is that the Bolshevists are 
opposed to all compromises, no matter with whom 
and under what circumstances. That idea is flattering 
to us as the party of the revolutionary proletariat, for 
it shows that even our enemies are obliged to admit 
our loyalty to the fundamental principles of socialism 
and the revolution. Nevertheless, the truth must be 
told: this idea does not correspond to the facts. 
Engels was right when in his criticism of the manifesto 
of the Blanquist Communists (1873) he ridiculed their 
declaration, ‘No Compromise!’ ‘That is a mere 
phrase,’ he said, ‘for compromises are often unavoid- 
ably forced upon a fighting party by circumstances, 


and it is absurd once and for all to refuse to stop at 
intermediate stations’.” (Selected Works, Vol. VI, 
p. 208.) 


* * * * * 


Can we, then, lay down no general principle to 
differentiate the right type of agreement and compro- 
mise which it is necessary for Socialists and Com- 
munists to enter into, from the wrong type of compro- 
mise and agreement, such as we in this country have 
continually entered into in the past, to our ruin? I 
think we may say this. Those compromises and agree- 
ments may be not only permissible but highly 
desirable which are in the nature of open and fully 
conscious bargains between different parties, each 
of which, in the last analysis, will be found to repre- 
sent the interests of a different class, or sub-divisions 
of a class. For such fully conscious and above- 
board working alliances will leave the principles, the 
basic political philosophies, of the Socialist parties 
which enter into them, intact. They are simply work- 
ing agreements into which Socialist and Communist 
parties enter because they know that in the immediate 
situation they cannot get all that they want. 


The other and wholly disastrous kind of compro- 
mise is when a Socialist or Communist Party waters 
down its basic principles, its guiding political philo- 
sophy, in order to attempt to make itself acceptable 
to, for example, possible Liberal adherents. For this 
type of compromise actually alters the nature of the 
Socialist or Communist Party which makes it. Such 
compromises involve a modification of the working- 
class organisation to suit the tastes of the middle class 
or Liberal recruits which it hopes to attract. This kind 


~ of compromise, involving concessions in the field of 


basic political philosophy, is disastrous because in 
effect it means that the working-class party con- 
cerned ceases to exist as such; that it becomes, to the 
extent of the compromise, a mere appendage, a reflec- 
tion, of the Liberal, middle-class organisation with 
which it is dealing. 

Now this is the type of compromise which the 
Labour Party has pursued during the past twenty 
years. Inevitably so, for the Labour Party has never 
possessed a fully thought-out political theory. There- 
fore, it was in no position to safeguard and consoli- 
date its own position when it entered into the, in 
itself, indispensable business of co-operation with 
middle-class, Liberal and progressive individuals and 
organisations. Instinctively feeling the insecurity of 
their own grasp of Socialist principles, important 
sections of the Labour Party have always bitterly 
opposed any kind of agreement with, for example, the 
Liberal Party. They have done so even in circum- 
stances in which a working-class Socialist Party which 
had really been sure of itself could, with undoubted 
benefit to the working-class cause, have entered into 
working agreements with the Liberals. The Labour 
Party has refused all such open and avowed agree- 
ments with Liberal organisations. Instead, it has 
more and more watered down its own Socialist 
principles in the hope of incorporating Liberals in its 
own organisation. 
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In so doing the Labour Party has, I am afraid, 
made the worst of both worlds. It has been and still 
is sectarian in its attitude to middle-class Liberal and 
progressive individuals and organisations, and yet, 
on the other hand, it has so watered down its origin- 
ally sufficiently vague Socialist principles that it is now 
in acute danger of becoming a second-rate copy of 
those very Liberal organisations with which it 
refuses to have anything to do. 


The only way to avoid this disastrous result is for 
Socialists to become so sure of their principles, to 
become such masters of scientific socialism, that they 
will have absolutely no fear of, in the appropriate 
circumstances, working in close co-operation with 
non-Socialist individuals and organisations. But the 
only way we can become sure of ourselves is by far 
more serious and intensive study than almost anyone 
in the British working-class movement has yet 
dreamt of giving to political questions. 


* a * * * 


Moreover, this is the only way of establishing 
honest and reliable relationships with our potential 
allies in the Liberal and progressive camp. For 
example, I am quite sure that non-Socialist members 
of the Left Book Club would regard me with the 
utmost suspicion if I attempted to begin to water 
down the Marxist views which they know I hold, in 
the hope of deceiving them into working with me. I 
am quite sure that they will agree that the only 
possible basis upon which we can work together is 
for us both at the start to put our cards on the table; 
to define perfectly clearly where we differ; and then 
to draw up a working alliance designed to cover that 
immense field upon which we heartily agree. 


We agree, to repeat what has been written over and 
over again in these columns, on the necessity for 
defending three things, the national standard of 
life, the peace of the world, and freedom and demo- 
cracy. We disagree about the consequences which a 
successful defence of these things will have. It is 
extremely valuable for us to discuss those differences. 
But it would be disastrous to allow the existence of 
those differences to prevent our co-operation on the 
vital issues which confront us (and this is what our 
Leftist friends’ policy would result in). 


* * * * * 

Thus the present rapid growth in the number of 
persons who have come into contact with scientific 
socialism can actually carry dangers with it. It can fail 
to have anything like the full effect which it ought to 
have in stimulating the general growth of progres- 
Sive opinion; indeed it can act for a time as a check 
on that growth. This disaster is indeed certain to 
occur.if the men and women who have newly come to 
scientific socialism contract that most deadly of the 
diseases which afflict the politics of the Left, the 
disease of sectarianism. 

For if all those who have begun to master scientific 
socialism hive off and form themselves into a small 
exclusive sect, segregated from the mass of hungering, 
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thirsting men, they may actually do much to prevent 
the building up of united popular forces. The more 
we study the history of the working-class movements 
of the Western European countries, and of Britain 
and America, during the past half-century, the more 
disastrously important we shall be forced to consider 
the influence of sectarianism. I have recently been 
reading a book by that able American militant Trade 
Unionist, William Z. Foster.* It shows in painful 
detail how large a part the profoundly sectarian 
traditions of the whole American Left played in delay- 
ing the growth of an adequately organised and inte- 
grated working-class movement. : 

What is it, we may ask, which appears to make 
Socialists and Communists so terribly prone to this 
deadly political disease? There is no doubt that a pre- 
disposing factor, as the doctors would say, is the 
above-mentioned intoxication, which very naturally 
affects people when they first begin to see the world 
situation in the blazing light shed on it by scientific 
Socialist theory. But the sectarianism which this in- 
toxication produces should pass away relatively 
quickly. Moreover, sectarianism, in Britain at any 
rate, has affected, particularly badly, groups and 
individuals whose acquaintance with scientific 
socialism is of the slightest. It may be that the cause 
of this deeper rooted sectarianism lies in the whole 
mental climate of Great Britian. 

I trust that I shall not be misunderstood if I call 
this the religious tradition of thought. Now, for 
religious purposes, the formation of small exclusive 
sects is clearly a natural procedure. The object of the 
persons who join one or other of these sects is to save 
their ownsouls. And for this special purpose contact 
with the rest of unredeemed humanity is not par- 
ticularly important. (I am aware that this is the 
essentially Protestant, Calvinistic, Low Church, 
Evangelical religious tradition. But this has been the 
dominant religious tradition of just those sections of 
the British people which created the Labour move- 
ment.) Now a large number of those who have 
achieved the Socialist revelation (I purposely use a 
religious term) have reacted as if they had had a 
religious experience. They have unconsciously felt 
that by becoming Socialists they had saved their own 
souls. But the object of socialism is not to save the 
souls of particular individuals, however estimable. 
It is to save human society and to carry it to a new 
and higher level of development. And this cannot be 
done if the Socialists cut themselves off in any way 
from the rest of the population. 


* * bd * ue 


This does not mean that Socialists do not need to 
organise themselves. On the contrary it is one of the 
crowning principles of scientific socialism that for 
Socialists an organisation, which we call a political 
party, far more highly developed, closely knit, 
integrated and capable of more manifold activities, 
than any human organisation hitherto seen, is indis- 
pensable. 


* From Bryan to Stalin by William Z. Foster (Law- 
rence and Wishart, 85. 6d.). 
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But Socialists have to find the way to form such 
an organisation without even tending to cut them- 
selves off from the mass of the population; they have 
to find a way to make their organisation, on the 
contrary, bring them into far closer touch with their 
fellow men than ever before. This is obviously a 
most difficult, double process ; but it is one which can 
be and must be achieved. 

It is only during the process of assimilating the 
principles of scientific socialism that the Socialist will 
find his thoughts and language diverging from those 
of his non-Socialist neighbours. During that awkward 
age of assimilation it is no doubt inevitable that we 
should all put a stress on the divergencies between 
Socialists and non-Socialists. But once socialism as a 
science has been thoroughly mastered, then the time 
must come when the Socialist goes back into the 
market place enriched by what he has learned, but 
brought nearer to his fellow men because of the in- 
comparably better understanding of the problems and 
troubles of contemporary humanity which he has 
achieved. The mature Socialist will not feel the 
slightest inclination to use a special terminology, 
appropriate and essential for scientific discussion 
amongst Socialists, in his converse with his non- 
Socialist friends and neighbours. He will be to the 
non-Socialist merely someone who has obviously got 
a better hang of things in general, but who is faced 
with the same problems, knows the same difficulties 
is fighting the same battle of life as everyone else. 
In the field of groups, as in the field of individuals, 
the association or party which such Socialists will 
have formed must so conduct itself that it again will 
seem to everyone to be merely an association of those 
men and women who have managed to equip them- 
selves most adequately for the common struggle. 

It is perfectly true that this ideal position has not 
been reached by any political party in this country, 
and by very few individual Socialists or Communists. 
But it is something which must be striven for cease- 
lessly. And it can only be even approximated to if the 
old attitude of the saving of the individual soul by 
becoming a member of an exclusive sect is wholly 
abandoned. Our object is not to save souls, but to 
mass the maximum forces against the common 


enemy. 
* * * * ™ 


How terrible may be the consequences of Leftism, 
and the sectarianism of which it is the cause and the 
effect, we have recently witnessed in the case of the 
Spanish Civil War. The rising led by the P.O.U.M.., 
and a section of the Anarchists influenced by them, 
in Barcelona, was a profound tragedy. By extreme 
good fortune it did not drench the whole of Catalonia 
in blood. If the two great mass organisations of 
Catalonian workers, the two great groups of Trade 
Unions, the C.N.T. and the U.G.T. had once become 
engaged in armed struggle, as they were within an ace 
of doing, it is hardly too much to say that nothing 
could have saved Spain from Fascist conquest. As it 
is, the disunity of the Catalonian workers, which has 
hitherto kept this great province almost inactive 
during the ten long months of civil war and which 


culminated in the Barcelona rising, has done terrible 
harm to the republican cause. This has been, and 
still is, an essential factor in making Franco’s con- 
tinued progress possible. What, we may ask, was the 
purpose of this at first sight incredible folly? It was 
a typical Leftist purpose. It was an attempt, as it 
were, to snatch in one handful at everything which 
the Spanish workers desire. But in political, as in 
military, struggles one must not snatch at gains. A 
cool, clear-sighted weighing up of the real] situation, 
of the real consequences of victory and defeat in 
particular phases of the struggle, are above all 
necessary. It can only have been a failure to make any 
such careful study which induced the Leftists of 
Catalonia to do what they did. 


It is perfectly true that a victory of the Spanish 
Government will not in itself result in a Socialist 
commonwealth being established in Spain. Yet, who 
can doubt where power will lie if the Spanish Govern- 
ment wins its still desperate struggle? A new army is 
being built up, manned and officered alike almost 
entirely from working-class or lower middle-class 
recruits, an army built on an exactly opposite plan 
to the old feudal Spanish army. Who, if they stop 
for a moment to think, can doubt that a State which 
has produced such an army is one for the establish- 
ment of which it is a hundred times worth while for 
every Spanish worker to fight? 


It is a very great tragedy that one English working- 
class group, with a great historical tradition behind 
it, the Independent Labour Party, has associated 
itself with those who organised the Barcelona rising. 
As one who was for many years a member of the 
I.L.P. I feel deeply that the present I.L.P. leaders 
when they did this made a mistake, which, to be 
frank, unfits them altogether for leadership in the 
present phase of the working-class struggle. When 
the I.L.P. contingent in Spain placed itself at the 
disposal of those who were organising the Barcelona 
rising, it proved itself capable of a degree of irres- 
ponsible Leftism which might create irreparable 
disasters in this country. 


* " * « * 


The political situation in Great Britain is very 
critical. The forces making for the unity of the 
working-class movement on a policy of many-sided 
struggle against reaction are growing. The move- 
ment to draw to a united working-class all the 
popular forces of the country is slowly but steadily 
gathering strength. But at the same time the forces 
both within and without the Labour movement which 
are pledged to resist such unification are mobilising, 
and they are very formidable. I believe that the 
decision of this historic issue largely depends on the 
ability of those who work for unity in Britain to 
avoid Leftism. We in England are painfully back- 
ward in questions of theory. But British workers and 
British people generally are extremely quick to sense 
the peculiar and distinguishing psychological traits 
which are invariably associated with Leftism. Nor is 
there anything which English people dislike more than 
sectarianism. Not until those who have achieved a 
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comprehension of scientific socialism have wholly 
freed themselves from this malady will it be possible 
to build up that great popular movement which alone 
can suffice for winning the British struggle. 

We live through dark days. The forces of reaction 
are still pressing forward. The profound work of 
self-re-education, which we have all to undertake if 
we would fit ourselves as builders of that broad, deep 
movement of the people which alone can conquer 
the dark forces, must be pushed ahead. More and 
more, the association of which we are members, the 
Left Book Club, emerges as the destined instrument 
which can alone accomplish in time this enormous 
educational work. That is why we should ask, in all 


eee 


seriousness and earnestness, all those who are 
inclined to attack our association because of its 
imperfections, to think very carefully over what they 
are doing. It is very true that our association, like 
every other human endeavour without exception, is 
full of imperfections. It is very necessary that these 
imperfections should be criticised, and that we should 
all strive to rectify them. But those who, because 
they feel that the Left Book Club is not Left enough, 
begin to attack it, to cease to recruit for it, to lower 
its prestige in the face of its necessarily many avowed 
enemies, are injuring the one organisation which even 
shows signs of being capable of doing in time the 
job that must be done. 


“THE PEOPLE’S FRONT” 
by G. D. H. Cole « reviewed by Professor H. J. Laski 


The Chosen Book for July 


book Mr. Cole has written for many years. 

If, in one sense, it is a pamphlet of the hour, in 
another it has permanent value because it contains 
the sincere and candid reflections of one of the most 
fertile minds in the Labour movement upon the 
problems of a grave crisis in Labour history. There 
will be violent disagreement, especially in official 
Labour circles, with many of Mr. Cole’s views ; about 
some of them, indeed, I am myself uncertain. But 
there can be no sort of doubt that this is the kind of 
book, to publish which our Club exists. Our business 
is to make our membership effective combatants in 
the fight against war and fascism. Here is a book 
which lays down a method by which, as Mr. Cole 
believes, that fight can be successfully conducted in 
this country. It is urgent that we should consider, 
with all the gravity possible, the argument Mr. Cole 
has made. Upon the conclusions we form may 
depend a good deal of British history in the next few 
years. 

Mr. Cole’s thesis may be said to be based upon three 
essential propositions :— 

(1) Under the National Government we are rapidly 
moving in the direction of crypto-fascism at home 
and international war abroad. Unless we can turn 
out this government quickly, the drift will be 
accelerated. 


(2) There are no clear signs to suggest that the 
Labour government is in sight of an independent 
Majority at the next election. On the contrary, all 
the evidence suggests that this is not a thing for 
which it is possible to hope. For the immediate 
future, therefore, socialism is ruled out as an answer 
to our problems. 


(te is, I think, quite unquestionably the best 


(3) But it is probable that an independent majority 
could be obtained for a programme which, stopping 
short of socialism, represents a big move in a 
radical direction. Domestically, for instance, it 
would abolish the means test, nationalise the Bank of 
England and the mines, embark upon a great pro- 
gramme of public works. Internationally, it would 
return to the policy of collective security and, in its 
terms, protect the democracies against fascism and 
seek to halt the disastrous armaments race in which 
we are involved. There are, Mr. Cole thinks, many 
electors who would support such a programme who 
are not yet ready to go further. If we are to be 
realists, we must enlist their enthusiasm for a 
government which will reverse the engines of reaction. 
We must cease internecine strife in the progressive 
forces. The next years call for a Popular Front such 
as that by which M. Blum has sought to save French 
democracy from its foes. 

It is difficult to do justice in a short space to the 
attractiveness with which Mr. Cole makes his plea. 
Because I feel confident that members of the Left 
Book Club will weigh his argument \.ith the atten- 
tion its great importance deserves, I propose here to 
outline some of the difficulties I feel with which I do 
not think he has adequately dealt. 


(1) There is the opposition of the major political 
parties of the Left. All of them feel strongly that they 
would “‘ lose face’? by a combination such as Mr. 
Cole proposes. I doubt whether any of them could 
be persuaded to form the necessary partnership until 
the next election has tested the truth of Mr. Cole’s 
second proposition. 

(2) The fundamental condition of the partnership 
is that sense of urgency such as France felt after 
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will be violent disagreement, especially in official 
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there can be no sort of doubt that this is the kind of 
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which lays down a method by which, as Mr. Cole 
believes, that fight can be successfully conducted in 
this country. It is urgent that we should consider, 
with all the gravity possible, the argument Mr. Cole 
has made. Upon the conclusions we form may 
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England and the mines, embark upon a great pro- 
gramme of public works. Internationally, it would 
return to the policy of collective security and, in its 
terms, protect the democracies against fascism and 
seek to halt the disastrous armaments race in which 
we are involved. There are, Mr. Cole thinks, many 
electors who would support such a programme who 
are not yet ready to go further. If we are to be 
realists, we must enlist their enthusiasm for a 
government which will reverse the engines of reaction. 
We must cease internecine strife in the progressive 
forces. The next years call for a Popular Front such 
as that by which M. Blum has sought to save French 
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It is difficult to do justice in a short space to the 
attractiveness with which Mr. Cole makes his plea. 
Because I feel confident that members of the Left 
Book Club will weigh his argument \.ith the atten- 
tion its great importance deserves, I propose here to 
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(1) There is the opposition of the major political 
parties of the Left. All of them feel strongly that they 
would ‘ lose face’? by a combination such as Mr. 
Cole proposes. I doubt whether any of them could 
be persuaded to form the necessary partnership until 
the next election has tested the truth of Mr. Cole’s 
second proposition. 
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is that sense of urgency such as France felt after 
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February 6, 1934. | believe that sense of urgency, 
very regrettably, to be absent generally from the 
electoral mind in this country. 


(3) Mr. Cole does not seem to me to lay down with 
any precision just what it is possible for people who 
sympathise with his views to do. I gather that they are 
to make propaganda for the idea. Admirable as this 
is, it seems to me not to make sufficient allowance for 
two things: (i) the time-factor and (ii) the fact that 
most people who are prepared to be active for a 
Popular Front will have to devote their main energies 
to party-political work of the ordinary kind. For 
unless there is hope of some kind of working 
Popular Front before the next general election, the 
main concern of most people who are active workers 
must be to do the best they can with the instruments 
they have. To do otherwise is to put the results of 
the next election in jeopardy. 


(4) Mr. Cole, I think, underestimates the degree 
to which the second ballot or the alternative vote is 
the necessary prelude to the success of his proposals. 
Without it, there is the grave danger of destroying 
the fighting-machine above all of the Labour Party. 
That would have grave consequences at a later stage 
in the development of a Popular Front. 


(5) I think Mr. Cole underestimates, also, the 
difficulty of getting assent to such a partnership in 
terms of the present machinery of the Labour Party 
Conference. And there is the very real danger that it 
might, if it became feasible, be a partnership which 
included the Liberals but excluded the Communists. 
I am myself one of those to whom the United Front 
is the necessary condition of a successful Popular 
Front. Without it, I fear that the Labour Party may 
easily drift into an organisation which forgets its 
socialism, and, especially in the luxury of office, is 
content to be a party of social reform. J take the 
view, which I believe Mr. Cole shares, that the unity 
of the working-class is the indispensable condition for 
avoiding the half-measures of 1924 and 1929. 
Frankly, the danger which confronts the Labour 
Party is still MacDonaldism, even though, happily. 
MacDonald himself has gone. Without the United 
Front, any relation between non-socialist ‘‘ progress- 
ives” and the Labour Party is dangerous indeed. 

1 do not emphasise these difficulties because they 
are final against Mr. Cole’s case. They are far from 
so being. But they do mean that all of us who 
recognise the dangers of the present position must not 
be satisfied with a formula, however attractive. 
It is, I think, obvious that to put a ‘t Popular Front ” 
government in power is an immensely worth-while ob- 
jective. It is obvious, also, that it is more likely, could 
the partnership of parties be formed, to overthrow this 
Government than is the Labour Party in its present 
condition. But the problem of getting the partner- 


ship seems to me far more complicated than it does 
to Mr. Cole. I think he underestimates the toughness 
of the resistance the party-machines can put up to 
any novelty, however urgent it may be. I think he 
underestimates, also, the loyalty of the rank and file 
of Labour to the party-machine. They will criticise 
it; they will grumble at it; but they have not yet 
learned to revolt against its supineness. The new 
direction of mind for which Mr. Cole calls will, I 
believe, call for something like a revolution in the 
mental habits of the politically-minded working- 
class. Can that revolution be effected until there has 
been one more demonstration that, in the present 
mood of the electorate, 1939 or 1940 will still leave 
the Conservative party in power? 

Mr. Cole thinks that too much attention can be 
paid to elections; that more should be given to the 
mood of mind in which the electorate makes its 
decision. The danger of the first is real; but the 
danger of the second is real also. I wish I could think 
that the results of the last dozen or so by-elections — 
had persuaded the Labour Party to look at fundamen- 
tals. I see no sign that it has done so. It has an 
attractive short programme for what it will do after 
it has won power. It does not (to me at least) seem 
to understand that the condition of.winning power 
is not so much in electoral promises as in what a 
party does in the House of Commons and the 
country between elections. J wish here that Mr. Cole 
had discussed what it is in the texture of the Labour 
Party which inhibited it from advance in a period 
where, above all on the international plane, it has so 
overwhelming a case against the National Govern- 
ment. Is it still the memory of 1931? Is it defect in 
the present technique of leadership? Is it a failure to 
speak now with a single voice? Would admission of 
the Communists do the damage the present leader- 
ship fears? Mr. Cole draws important inferences 
from the failure of the last two years; he does not 
explain the failure. I have the sense that only in 
its explanation can the clue to his own riddle be 
found. 

Two minor points are worth making. There are 
rumours of an autumn election in the air. If this 
occurs, it may be that the result will give to Mr. Cole’s 
programme an actuality it does not at the moment 
seem to me to possess in the degree that he conceives. 
If it does not, it may well be that before any chance 
comes of building a Popular Front, we may find our- 
selves involved in war. I wish Mr. Cole would tell 
us what people of Left views are to do if they are 
asked to support a war waged by the National 
Government. That is a reality so immediately possible 
that the unity of the Left before its coming seems to 
me one of the conditions urgently requiring dis- 
cussion by all those who are prepared to fight 
against the grim spectre of a Fascist State. 
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“SAVAGE CIVILISATION” 


by Tom Harrisson + reviewed by Tom Harrisson 


The Additional Book for September 


(SAVAGE CIVILISA TIO N—an historical study culminating in an account of Harrisson’s life among the cannibals 
of Malekula—was published in the January of this year : and it attracted very widespread attention from anthropologists 
and literary critics alike. It was described by H. G. Wells as “‘ a great book.” Its importance for the ‘‘ Left” has, 
however, only slowly been realised. We thought, therefore, that members would welcome a note from Mr. Harrisson 


himself, linking the book up with his present anthropological investigations in Bolton. 
464 pages with 43 photographic plates and 54 illustrations in the text. 


Book Club edition, 3s. 6d.) 

N ITH considerable complacency we have 
WV cone on supposing that our civilisation is 
superior to others at present extant. Euro- 
pean culture has developed an astonishing elabora- 
tion of material objects and materialist values. These 
have enabled us to “ civilise ”’ darkest Africa and 
the Savage South Seas. Our success in so doing has 
not depended on any physical or aesthetic superiority 
but primarily on the answer to the simple little 
question: Who has the guns? In the last few years 
our progressive tendencies have brought up a new 
question: Who has the Gas? That threatens even 
our own complacency. That makes it possible open- 
ly to question the values of our own civilisation, not 
only politically but generally, ‘* scientifically.”’ It is 
about time that science came down to brass tacks, 
and pretty darn quick too. 

There is no study of our civilisation comparable in 
completeness or practical value to that done in the 
Trobriand Islands. In many respects we know more 
about ancient Egypt than modern IIford. The avail- 
able material on the day-to-day actions, beliefs, needs 
and hopes of the man-in-the-street and woman-in- 
the-kitchen is negligible. Yet such data are essential 
to those who wish to change existing society or plan 
for the future. Their efforts are foredoomed if they 
do not understand existing society in the present. 

Though not directly concerned with social or 
political matters I had these ideas some years ago; 
for a while they shifted me all over the place, to the 
Arctic Lapps, then a year at Cambridge, the island 
of St. Kilda, exploring central Borneo, destitution in 
the East End, research work at Oxford, to a psycho- 
analyst, and in 1932 to join an expedition to the New 
Hebrides islands in the much overrated western 
Pacific Ocean—islands famous for the unique Anglo- 

French Condominium government, with consequent 
maladministration, easy death from blackwater fever 
or forty thousand blacks who loathe all whites. I 
spent a year on Espiritu Santo Island there, doing 
sex-physiology research; until I had spent the cash 
I'd been allowed to complete the job and get home 
with, Then I ‘‘ went native’ and for a year lived 
among the bushmen of Malekula, where they still eat 
each other with fair regularity (seven during my stay). 
I got to understand cannibal ethics and learned to 
love a few of their chief’s numerous wives. By the 
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time that Douglas Fairbanks Snr. heard of me, 
gathered me into his fantastic yacht and turned me 
into a film star, I had gotten rid of much in my 
cultural background (Harrow, Pembroke, my- 
father-the-General). 

When I got back to libraries, I read all there was 
about the New Hebrides, went through government 
files and missionary letters, and thus from the past 
re-angled my experience in the present. For the result 
I couldn’t think of a title that better suggested my 
theme than Savage Civilisation. The book does, I 
think, document more fully than previous work the 
almost incredible history of black and white impacts 
in the Pacific. It starts with native culture before the 
first whites arrived; they turn up around page 60, 
date 1606; leader, Don Pedro Fernandez de Quiros. 
You can read the story for yourself, ending up with 
‘** Hollywood in the Jungle ” 1935. At times I have 
been so overwhelmed by it that I have broken into 
some pages of poetry, dance patterns, and attacks on 
anthropological theory! 

The main purpose of the book, as of its title, was 
und is to contrast savagery and civilisation. I 
avoided making broader statements in this book, 
Because I wished to leave that until I had made a 
directly comparable study of our own civilisation and 
its methods at this end. As a result some critics, 
mostly of the Left, handed me the raspberry for not 
going far enough; they must have everything obvious 
and incessant, I suppose. In fact the whole thing 
speaks for itself, needing no commentary beyond the 
unavoidable fact. 

Being no critic, only an investigator, directly I had 
handed in the MS. to V.G., I went into industrial 
England—of which I previously knew nothing—and 
started in to learn how that culture functioned, as I 
had done on Malekula. Now that I have worked in 
cottor®mill and grocery store, and made my best 
friends among manual labourers and unemployed 
chaps, I know the other side of the savage civilisation 
picture. I’m now engaged, with many helpers, in the 
analysis of this civilisation and how it has got into 
being what it is (whatever that is); it is as incredible 
and as intricate as the New Hebrides, but no more so, 
We are preparing a series of publications; and, on a 
wider scale, I have helped Charles Madge initiate 
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Mass-Observation*, which is the observation of 
ourselves by ourselves on the broadest possible basis, 
independent of party and prejudice. 

It is only by applying objective methods to all of 
our own society that we can take steps in the human 
emotional field which can anywhere near keep up 


* See the pamphlet Mass Observation (Frederick 
Muller, Is.). 


with those constantly being made, almost at random, 
in the technical, material, economic field. We must 
know what all men and women are and can be and 
want to be. Savage Civilisation is one side of that 
picture; I hope that A Cannibal looks at England will 
be another. A civilisation materially dominated by 
science can hardly hope to prosper unless it adopts 
an attitude of science within itself. 


“AN INTRODUCTION TO ECONOMIC 
BOTANY” 


by James Gillespie, B.Sc. + reviewed by Sheila Lynd 


The Third Volume in the ‘ Educational” Series. 


dull subject, probably because it is supposed 
to mean hardly more than the accumulation 
of ‘useless’? knowledge of the names of plants. 
This little book ought to do a good deal to dispel 
delusions about the “‘ uselessness ’’ as well as the 
boringness of botany, for it not only gives an ac- 
count of the structure and “‘behaviour” of plants, but 
goes on to show how their structure and behaviour 
is made use of in world economy. For Economic 
Botany is the study of plants in relation to man. 
Chapter I gives an account of plant anatomy ; of 
the cellular structure of plants ; the structure of 
the cells themselves, and the various types of cells 
which compose the different tissues of plants—wood 
cells, which stiffen their stems, food storage cells, 
cells for conducting water and food from one part 
of the plant to another, and the peculiar cells in the 
green leaves, where the plant manufactures the 
sugar, starch and probably the protein that it needs. 
Chapter II deals with the chemical basis of plant 
life, and describes the discovery, late in the last 
century, that there were certain ‘ necessary ele- 
ments **—chemical substances without which plants 
could not thrive. Since then, it has been shown by 
experiment what part each of these elements plays 
in the internal economy of the plant—that chloro- 
phyll (which colours the leaves green) needs 
magnesium and iron for its formation ; that calcium 
is needed for strong growth and root development ; 
that without nitrogen growth ceases, and with an 
excess of it plants become overgrown. The import- 
ance of these discoveries for agriculture cannot be 
exaggerated, for they have made possible the pro- 
duction of the various artificial manures which are 
so important to its development and increased 
productivity. At the end of this chapter, Mr. 
Gillespie deals with the subject of vitamins, now 
known to be vital to human health, and their 
presence in various parts of plants. 


Ran some reason, Botany is often considered a 
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Chapter [II describes how plants obtain the 
energy necessary for their growth and development, 
which comes partly from the sun—on which 
depends the process of carbon assimilation and the 
production of sugar in the leaves resulting from it ; 
and partly from the continual combustion of sugar 
going on within the cell. For as Mr. Gillespie 
points out, “* Life in all plants proceeds by a series 
of contradictions ; the formation of sugar, starch, 
protein and other substances is accompanied by 
a breakdown of these products during respiration ; 
the intake of water and mineral salts by the roots is 
accompanied by an emission of water through the 
leaf pores and a loss of some salts through the roots 
into the soil.”” The growth and development of the 
plant depends on the intake of material being 
greater than its loss. In this chapter, Mr. Gillespie 
describes the processes of respiration and of fer- 
mentation—the means by which plants obtain 
energy in the absence of oxygen—and how the 
combustion of sugar in the plant cells is able to 


‘take place. And he explains how these processes 


effect the preservation and storage of fruits and 
vegetables, and the various methods by which man 
slows down or arrests these processes, to make 
storage possible. Finally, he gives some account of 
how knowledge of the process of carbon assimi- 
lation is being used today, to procure heavier crops 
by passing supplies of carbon dioxide gas over the - 
fields in which they grow. 

Chapter IV describes the growth and develop- 
ment of plants : the ‘‘ growing points” in shoot 
and root where cells continually divide and become 
differentiated into the various tissues of the plant, 
and the tropism of light which makes the shoot grow 
upwards, and of gravity, which makes the root grow 
down ; the recently discovered hormone, which 
makes growth possible, and which.can be used 
artificially to stimulate growth ; and the means by 
which dormancy—a waiting period which exists 
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between the arrival of a plant’s reproductive organs, 
and seeds at functional maturity, and their actually 
beginning to function—is now being overcome by 
scientific means, with the important effect of 
speeding up the life cycle of crop plants. 

Chapter V deals with plant breeding ; the inheri- 
tance of characteristics ; the production of new 
varicties by cross-breeding (a science which is based 
on the experiments of the Austrian monk, Mendel, 
whose experiments with peas are recorded in every 
botanical text-book, yet never cease to be astonish- 
ing) ; the physical basis of inheritance, and how 
increased knowledge of the structure of the cell 
points the way to breeding improved strains of 
plants. This chapter ends with the fascinating story 
of the development of modern wheat, which has 
followed the flooding of the English market with 
the famous Canadian “Red Fife” and with its 
economic repercussions. 

Chapter VI is devoted to the subject of plant 
diseases—in particular the many fungoid diseases, 
moulds and rusts whose ravages can even acquire 
historical importance—as has the potato blight 
which was the immediate cause of the Great Famine 
in Ireland. Mr. Gillespie describes various methods 
by which these blights are combated, as a result of 
study of their life-cycles. And in this chapter are 
also described some of those beneficent parasites 
which equally benefit the plants on which they live. 

In Chapter VII, Mr. Gillespie describes a more 
mysterious type of disease—the virus diseases which 
produce all sorts of structural and functional 
aberrations and disorders ; which are spread by 
insects, by contact—indirect as well as direct—by 
water and even, it seems by wind ; and which are 
particularly hard to combat, since it is not yet 
certain even what a “virus” is, whether it be a 
living thing or an abnormal chemical product. 

Chapter VIII is probably the most interesting in 
the book, for it deals with the climatic control of 
vegetation. It was long before the early explorers 


realised the great vegetable wealth of the world 
they were discovering, and it was not until the 19th 
century that this wealth began to be widely exploited. 
But another step forward has been taken since then, 
with systematic attempts to overcome the barriers 
of climate and cultivate valuable plants where they 
are needed, however far from the land or climate 
of their origin. Such attempts demand minute 
research into the relations between plants and the 
climates in which they grow—for example how the 
hours of light per day affect their development ; 
how temperature affects their seeds, and so on. The 
most important and extensive experiments into such 
questions are going on in Soviet Russia, and Mr. 
Gillespie describes in some detail the discoveries of 
the Soviet scientist, Lysenko, in this direction, and 
how these have made possible the extraordinary 
agricultural developments in the Arctic, of which 
we are hearing a good deal today, and which are 
affecting agriculture in all parts of the U.S.S.R. 

This is followed by a chapter on the problem of 
“weeds”? and of the improvement of land, and 
includes an account of various recent attempts at 
reclaiming land from the sea, and at making barren 
stretches of moorland fruitful. But, as Mr. Gillespie 
points out, this side of agriculture is little explored 
at present, for under capitalism increased agricultural 
production does not mean more food, but a reduc- 
tion of imported foodstuffs—which would be 
reflected in a reduction of exported industrial goods 
—which would cause reduced industrial production. 
Here is a vicious circle, in which science and human 
betterment are both frustrated. 

Finally, Mr. Gillespie gives some information as 
to how the reader may pursue the study of botany, 
and gives a valuable list of books and periodicals 
on the subject which is a necessary conclusion to a 
book which is primarily designed to give a clear idea 
of the scope of an important and too little studied 
subject, and to give the reader a desire to know 
more of it. 


“THE IRISH REPUBLIC” 


by Dorothy Macardle, with a Preface 
by President de Valera + reviewed by Pat Devine 


- The ‘‘ Supplementary”? Book for September 


(MISS MACARDLE’S monumental work was published in the March of this year, and many members have written to 


request that it should be made available to them at a cheaper price. 
The price of the ordinary edition is 25s.) 


it is a demy octavo volume of 1,072 pages. 


O those who sometimes suggest that history is 
Yo as dust this book will be a revelation. It is 

as exciting and thrilling in parts as a wild west 
novel; one of those books which tho reader will find 
it difficult to lay aside. 
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Structurally the book is all that could be desired. 
It is divided into fifteen parts—each of them sub- 
divided into periods—which, after a bird’s eye pic- 
ture of the historical background essential for an 
understanding of the history, give an almost month 
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by month account of events from January 1913 to 
the end of 1925. In an appendix the essential docu- 
ments, speeches and historical letters of the period 
are given. Biographical notes on the principal 
leaders of the recent Irish struggle, a Bibliography 
and index plus an introduction by President Eamonn 
de Valera, all go to make this a veritable mine of 
information and an invaluable reference book. 


Just now when the people of Britain are recovering 
from an orgy of Coronationitis, during which the 
integrity, democracy, humanity and one big happy 
family feeling of the mighty Empire have been thrown 
at us from all sides, the compulsory reading of this 
book would be a good antidote. Few Englishmen 
have any idea of the imperialist role of Britain in 
Ireland, India and elsewhere. Here is an oppor- 
tunity, at least to begin understanding the feelings of 
the millions who are struggling to break the chains 
binding them to the Empire. 

What alessonin democracy! On August 4th, 1913, 
Captain Craig (now Lord Craigavon, Premier of 
Northern Ireland) wrote: ‘‘ We may look for Home 
Rule in May, Civil War in June, the Union Jack 
being hauled down and trampled upon in July, and 
the smash up of the Empire in August.”’ Sir Edward 
Carson, the great Patriot, speaking on September 
7th, 1913, to his Anti-Home Rule Ulster Volunteers, 
said: “‘ Drilling is illegal . . . the Volunteers are 
illegal and the Government knows they are illegal, 
and the Government dare not interfere with them. 
. .. Don’t be afraid of illegalities.”’ In the middle of 
August he lunched with the Kaiser at Hamburg, 
following which an inspired article in the Ulster 
Irish Churchman declared: ‘‘ We have the offer of 
aid from a powerful Continental Monarch who, if 
Home Rule is forced . . . is prepared to send an army 
sufficient to release England of any further trouble in 
Ireland by attaching it to his domain. . . and should 
our King sign the Home Rule Bill, the Protestants of 
Ireland will welcome this Continental deliverer as 
their forefathers under similar circumstances did 
once before.” 

The above incident of the offer of support to 
rebellious Ulster by the Kaiser (cousin of the then 
reigning George V of England) against the British 
Empire, contrasts sharply with an almost identical 
historical incident described by the author. During 
the world war, when Ulster was solidly behind the 
Empire, the same Kaiser offered support to Roger 
Casement representing rebellious Southern Ireland, 
against the Empire. These two incidents in themselves 
are an illuminating example of the consistency of 
Imperialism and should act as a warning to those 
who sometimes see an incident without any relation 
to the concrete situation. 

Miss Macardle tells all this and more. She shows 
the Conservative rulers of Britain, thwarting the will 
of the people through the Curragh Mutiny, when 
they advocated open rebellion against the constitu- 
tionally elected Parliament. Dealing with the events 
leading up to, during and immediately after the Lrish 
Rising of 1916, the author shows the careful prepara- 
tions and the waverings of the leaders, with the 


exception of James Connolly and his immediate 
associates. She records that Sean T. O'Kelly, present 
Vice-President of the Irish Free State, said that 
‘‘James Connolly supplied the driving force. As 
well as being a man of brains and highly cultivated 
intelligence, he was in everything a man of action. 
If it were not for the insistence of Connolly, the 
Rising might not have taken place at that time.” 

In this section Miss Macardle shows the leading 
part played by the Dublin workers under the direc- 
tion of James Connolly the Socialist, as distinct from 
the waverings of Griffiths, McNeill and Hobson, who 
personified the bourgeois section of the national 
leadership of the Rebellion. These waverings spread 
confusion and obstructed the fullest mobilisation of 
the revolutionaries throughout the country and as 
a consequence contributed greatly to the defeat of 
the venture. 

One cannot help feeling at this point of the book, 
valuable though it is, that the full history of the 
period is not given, that there is insufficient stress on 
the economic and social causes and their consequen- 
ces. Otherwise the author could not conclude this 
chapter by stating: “‘ That any plan such as that 
followed in Dublin was foredoomed to failure, Irish- 
men learned by the costly experience of Easter 
Week.”’ 

Contrast Lenin’s approach to the same question: 


‘The misfortune of the Irish is that they rose 
prematurely when the European revolt of the pro- 
letariat had not yet matured. Capitalism is not so 
harmoniously built that the various springs of 
rebellion can immediately merge into one of their 
own accord, without reverses and defeats. On the 
contrary, the very fact that revolts break out at 
different times and in different places and are of 
different kinds assures wide scope and depth to the 
general movement. Only in revolutionary move- 
ments which are often premature, partial, sporadic, 
and therefore, unsuccessful, will the masses. gain 
experience, acquire knowledge, gather strength, get 
to know their real leaders, the Socialist proletarians, 
and in that way prepare for the general onslaught.” 

From here, through the Black and Tan War, the 
signing of the Treaty and onwards, Miss Macardle 
gives an authentic record of the heroism of the 
revolutionaries, brutality of the Black and Tans, un- 
scrupulous and hypocritical actions of the British 
Government and treachery of certain of the Irish 
leaders. Irish Labour played its part in the struggles 
side by side with the Nationalist revolutionaries. 
But at critical times the magnitude of the loss of 
Connolly, with his Socialist outlook and clarity, are 
repeatedly seen. Labour followed on the heel of 
nationalism, and not as a co-equal partner driving 
the movement forward as it did in 1916. 

Miss Macardle gives a fascinating account of the 
negotiations and the signing of the Treaty, all the 
time stressing the role of the individuals to whom the 
rights and wrongs of the various actions are attribu- 
ted. She does not see that the signing of the Treaty 
in 1921 was not merely the work of a few people 
who had strayed from the revolutionary national 
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path, or had been “got at” by the experienced 
British machine, which prepared sumptuous quarters 
for them in London, but was the inevitable outcome 
of a struggle in which the leadership, particularly 
after the execution of the principal leaders in 1916, 
was in the hands of a class who feared that the 
complete triumph of the National Independence 
Movement would not halt at national separatism. 
President de Valera, in his introduction, writes: 
‘As a historian Miss Macardle has the supreme merit 


of being sincerely devoted to the truth. She presents 
the events in order and lets them tell their own story. 


She writes as a Republican, but constantly refers the 


reader to sources of information on the opposite 
side. . . Only a military history is now required to 
complete the narrative of the Republican struggle 
during the seven years.”” Without going as far as 
that, I sincerely recommend this book to all, as 
necessary for an understanding of the important 
period under review. 


“THE COMING STRUGGLE FOR POWER ” 
by John Strachey - reviewed by G. D. H. Cole 


The Reprint of a ‘‘ Classic.” 


called it The Coming Struggle for Power. Now, 
in 1937, the struggle of which he wrote has come, 
to say the least, a great deal nearer. For in those five 
years fascism has conquered Germany, beating 
Social Democracy and Trade Unionism to bloody 
pulp. Japan has overrun Manchuria, and Italy 
Abyssinia, in face of the impotent squeals of decent 
people all over the world. Germany and Italy to- 
gether have stirred up Fascist rebellion in Spain, and 
are now supplying Franco with the means of mass- 
terrorism from the air. The League of Nations has 
disintegrated : re-armament is proceeding everywhere 
at a furious pace. And, where Social Democrats and 
Trade Unionists have not been bashed into silence, 
they continue to bleat helplessly, and to show their 
teeth only at those who, like John Strachey, adjure 
them to gird up their loins for the struggle. 
I read this book when it first appeared; and now 
I have read it again. It is high praise for a book 
written in the heat of the moment to say that, after 
five years, it looks even better than it did at first. 
J at any rate have been surprised again and again to 
find how often warnings and denunciations which 
seemed to me exaggerated when I read them in 1932 
now appear obviously and dreadfully true. Strachey 
was right then about the Fascist menace, and right 
about the spirit in which Social Democracy and 
official Trade Unionism would turn tail at the 
first rush. I criticised him for over-statement when 
1 first read his book. I take off my hat to him now; 
for there are very many points on which he was 
right, and I wrong. Perhaps he will turn out to be 
right on the points on which I still disagree. At 
any rate, I shall not argue them here. By the record 
of the last five years he has much the better of the 
argument. 

Instead of joining issue, then, let me say what his 
book is about. It begins with an extremely well- 
written summary of the Marxist view of Capitalism— 
of its origin and development, and of its present 


Pate STRACHEY wrote this book in 1932 and 
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monopolistic phase, expressed not merely in gigantic 
trusts and combines, but in the monopolistic im- 
perialisms of rival capitalist states. It goes on to 
discuss the views of capitalist writers concerning the 
means of preventing crises without ending the 
capitalist system, and concludes that crises are inher- 
ent in the very nature of capitalism. 

In the next book, on the decay of Capitalist cul- 
ture, we get the religion, the scientific ideology, and 
the literature of today passed in review; and in each 
of them are found the signs of bankruptcy and 
intellectual contradiction—of a failure to think or 
see clearly because they are shut up within the narrow 
walls of the capitalist prison. Then comes the looking 
forward—the irresistible drive of rival capitalist 
imperialisms towards world war, the narrowing of the 
limits of concession possible by way of social reform 
as capitalist institutions decay, the growing tendency 
to invoke Fascist violence in order to put the 
workers back ‘ where they belong,’ and so protect the 
property of the monopolists. 

Then follows the section of which I was most 
critical in 1932—a remorseless analysis of the policies 
and attitudes, not merely of Mr. MacDonald and 
those who followed him in 1931, but also of the 
Labour leaders who did not follow him, but are with 
us still at the head of the Labour Party and the Trade 
Unions. Finally, there is a brief section on Com- 
munism—the new shape for civilisation in which the 
world’s hope lies and one, Mr. Strachey holds, that 
Great Britain is well placed for adopting with far less 
inevitable dislocation and suffering than less 
developed countries. 

That is the bare outline. It does much less than 
justice to the book, which, fresh from second reading, 
I am inclined to regard as Strachey’s best. Certainly 
it is a book which everyone on the Left ought to 
read, because it is a real challenge to all of us who are 
not Communists to define and clarify our own 
attitudes. If so much is true, as it obviously is true— 
for history has been fast proving John Strachey a 
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true prophet—what of the rest? What of those 
forecasts which have yet to be proved true or false— 


which we can help to make true or false by our own 


actions to-day and to-morrow? Here is the challenge 
—with Strachey’s answer, made before the age of 


Hitler had begun. But it is a challenge which we of 
the Left have still to answer, if we are men; and 
there is not one of us but can be helped towards 
answering it by reading John Strachey’s eloquent and 
prophetic book. 


THE CLUB’S FIRST VICTORY 
by W. F. R. Macartney 


(The Left Book Club has just achieved its first serious victory—in the inauguration of the recent prison reforms, 
unquestionably as a result of the publication of Macartney’s Walls Have Mouths, and of the pressure brought to bear 


by members in consequence. 


The Law Journal, which is not prone to exaggeration, wrote in its issue of June 12th, 


‘‘ In apportioning such praise as may be due for the reforms, it is also for remembrance or consideration that (in the 
opinion of well-informed people) the disclosures in Macartney’s book, Walls Have Mouths was the cause of some 
at least of the official interest and activity.” In this connection, we have asked Macartney to contribute a short article 
on what has been achieved and what still remains to be achieved. Here it is.) 


the Home Secretary said that he intended to 

extend to all convicts the permission to smoke, 
associate, and earn a little money for their work; 
other reforms were contemplated. This is the most 
important amelioration in prison life that has been 
granted in living memory, and there are members of 
parliament alive today who heard Michael Davitt 
plead and obtain from a reluctant Home Secretary 
the permission for convicts to use handkerchiefs! 

If the forthcoming Committee on Corporal 
Punishment abolishes the vile and obscene horror of 
suspending a man by his outstretched arms to a 
large wood and metal frame and then flogging him 
with a heavy whip of nine tails for some offence 
against prison discipline, 1937 will be a gracious year 
for captives and prisoners. But we must not Le too 
hopeful that flogging will be abolished. 

For years the prison administrators have been 
adamant in their refusal to permit convicts to smoke 
from the day of their sentence, and it is essential that 
we should be able to understand the reasons which 
have led these men to change their minds and come 
out with considerable reforms. 

Superficially one might say : “* well, it’s about time. 
In 1937 it is ridiculous to prohibit men in prison 
from smoking.’”’ But maybe only those who have 
been in jail can appreciate just what this development 
means to the convict—and to the jailor. It is almost 
a miracle, and has exceeded the expectations of many. 
“Reformers legislate in a hurry because bigots will not 
legislate at all,” was the remark of a statesman to 
justify a reformative measure hurriedly granted, and 
this expression is half applicable to Sir Samuel 
Hoare’s programme. 

Now no one but a flat-earthist would call this 
Tory Cabinet reformers and yet they have legislated 
reform. Why ? 

From the Dartmoor mutiny of January, 1932 to 
the present day, five years, English jails have bubbled 
and swirled with discontent. Flogging has increased, 
prison crime has increased, all the old repressive 
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measures have failed to restore to the English jail 
system the tranquillity and uniformity of the tomb 
which is the cold desire of Ruggles Brice. More and 
more has the convict in distress pushed himself on to 
the front page, and more and more have the class- 
conscious worker, the intelligentsia, the unofficial 
humanitarian understood that it was their duty to 
aid the battered, bruised and starved outcast in his 
fight for decent conditions. Thus the convicts’ fight 
gained the support of good people on whom we 
count to fight reaction scientifically, unremittingly, 
with plan and purpose. When men like Harry 
Pollitt, Compton Mackenzie, D. N. Pritt, Willie 
Gallacher, Brockway, Maxton and Ben Tillett, Tom 
Mann and Sydney Elliott, and tens of thousands of 
Left Book Club members lined up behind the convict 
something had to be done by the Prison Commission. 

The influence was terrific. Hardly a paper in the 
country did not agree that something was wrong in 
the jails. The Cambridge Union voted by a huge 
majority that the jails were barbarous. 

And this is the reason why these reforms are 
granted, and it can justly be called ‘‘ The Left Book 
Club’s First Victory” and we can look gaily to 
further victories in other fields. But much remains 
to be done. The Dartmoor mutineers are still in 
jail. Dartmoor, whose Euclidian ugliness a hundred 
years of rain and storm have not mellowed, still stains 
the countryside. The silent cells remain. Let us hope 
that Willie Gallacher’s passionate protest against 
solitary confinement may strike through the thick 
deadening concrete. The horror of the cat is present. 
Political prisoners are still treated as ordinary 
prisoners, notwithstanding that regulations specifi- 
cally allow for a mitigated treatment. No amnesty 
was granted to convicts at the Coronation; a war, 
and they let ’em out quick enough to fight! 

It is enough to sketch briefly to the cream of the 
progressive and humane members of society com- 
bined in the Left Book Club those things which 
must be fought for and fought against. Of the 
response that will be evoked one cannot be in doubt. 
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true prophet—what of the rest? What of those 
forecasts which have yet to be proved true or false— 
which we can help to make true or false by our own 
actions to-day and to-morrow? Here is the challenge 
—with Strachey’s answer, made before the age of 


Hitler had begun. But it is a challenge which we of 
the Left have still to answer, if we are men; and 
there is not one of us but can be helped towards 
answering it by reading John Strachey’s eloquent and 
prophetic book. 


THE CLUB’S FIRST VICTORY 
by W. F. R. Macartney 


(The Left Book Club has just achieved its first serious victory—in the inauguration of the recent prison reforms, 
unquestionably as a result of the publication of Macartney’s Walls Have Mouths, and of the pressure brought to bear 


by members in consequence. 


The Law Journal, which is not prone to exaggeration, wrote in its issue of June 12th, 


““ In apportioning such praise as may be due for the reforms, it is also for remembrance or consideration that (in the 
opinion of well-informed people) the disclosures in Macartney’s book, Walls Have Mouths was the cause of some 
at least of the official interest and activity.” In this connection, we have asked Macartney to contribute a short article 
on what has been achieved and what still remains to be achieved. Here it is.) 


the Home Secretary said that he intended to 

extend to all convicts the permission to smoke, 
associate, and earn a little money for their work; 
other reforms were contemplated. This is the most 
important amelioration in prison life that has been 
granted in living memory, and there are members of 
parliament alive today who heard Michael Davitt 
plead and obtain from a reluctant Home Secretary 
the permission for convicts to use handkerchiefs! 

If the forthcoming Committee on Corporal 
Punishment abolishes the vile and obscene horror of 
suspending a man by his outstretched arms to a 
large wood and metal frame and then flogging him 
with a heavy whip of nine tails for some offence 
against prison discipline, 1937 will be a gracious year 
for captives and prisoners. But we must not be too 
hopeful that flogging will be abolished. 

For years the prison administrators have been 
adamant in their refusal to permit convicts to smoke 
from the day of their sentence, and it is essential that 
we should be able to understand the reasons which 
have led these men to change their minds and come 
out with considerable reforms. 

Superficially one might say : “‘ well, it’s about time. 
In 1937 it is ridiculous to prohibit men in prison 
from smoking.” But maybe only those who have 
been in jail can appreciate just what this development 
means to the convict—and to the jailor. It is almost 
a miracle, and has exceeded the expectations of many. 
“Reformers legislate ina hurry because bigots will not 
legislate at all,” was the remark of a statesman to 
justify a reformative measure hurriedly granted, and 
this expression is half applicable to Sir Samuel 
Hoare’s programme. 

Now no one but a flat-earthist would call this 
Tory Cabinet reformers and yet they have legislated 
reform. Why ? 

From the Dartmoor mutiny of January, 1932 to 
the present day, five years, English jails have bubbled 
and swirled with discontent. Flogging has increased, 
prison crime has increased, all the old repressive 


Qe: Friday, June 4th, during the prison debate 


measures have failed to restore to the English jail 
system the tranquillity and uniformity of the tomb 
which is the cold desire of Ruggles Brice. More and 
more has the convict in distress pushed himself on to 
the front page, and more and more have the class- 
conscious worker, the intelligentsia, the unofficial 
humanitarian understood that it was their duty to 
aid the battered, bruised and starved outcast in his 
fight for decent conditions. Thus the convicts’ fight 
gained the support of good people on whom we 
count to fight reaction scientifically, unremittingly, 
with plan and purpose. When men like Harry 
Pollitt, Compton Mackenzie, D. N. Pritt, Willie 
Gallacher, Brockway, Maxton and Ben Tillett, Tom 
Mann and Sydney Elliott, and tens of thousands of 
Left Book Club members lined up behind the convict 
something had to be done by the Prison Commission. 

The influence was terrific. Hardly a paper in the 
country did not agree that something was wrong in 
the jails. The Cambridge Union voted by a huge 
majority that the jails were barbarous. 

And this is the reason why these reforms are 
granted, and it can justly be called ‘‘ The Left Book 
Club’s First Victory ’’ and we can look gaily to 
further victories in other fields. But much remains 
to be done. The Dartmoor mutineers are still in 
jail. Dartmoor, whose Euclidian ugliness a hundred 
years of rain and storm have not mellowed, still stains 
the countryside. The silent cells remain. Let us hope 
that Willie Gallacher’s passionate protest against 
solitary confinement may strike through the thick 
deadening concrete. The horror of the cat is present. 
Political prisoners are still treated as ordinary 
prisoners, notwithstanding that regulations specifi- 
cally allow for a mitigated treatment. No amnesty 
was granted to convicts at the Coronation; a war, 
and they let °em out quick enough to fight! 

It is enough to sketch briefly to the cream of the 
progressive and humane members of society com- 
bined in the Left Book Club those things which 
must be fought for and fought against. Of the 
response that will be evoked one cannot be in doubt. 
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LEFT BOOK CLUB 


SUMMER SCHOOL 


(See Editorial, page 427) 


Digswell Park, Welwyn, Herts. 


(on Welwyn Garden City Estate, twenty-four miles from London) 
JULY 31—AUGUST 14, 1937 


First WEEK - - 
SECOND WEEK - 


HE CONFERENCE HOUSE is situated in 
| 300 acres of parkland with tennis courts, 
- swimming pool and sports fields. (Golf, 


bowls, cricket.) 


The School will consist of a series of morning 
lectures followed by half-an-hour interval and a 
discussion period. The afternoon will be free for 
walks and recreation. After tea there will be a 
second series of lectures followed by discussion. 


A ;rogramme of music, drama, films and lectures 
on literature has been arranged for the evenings. 


Members must book for at least one week. 


A booking form will be sent on application to Dr. 
John Lewis, c/o Victor Gollancz, Ltd., 14 Henrietta 
Street, Covent Garden, London, W.C.2. Envelopes 
should be marked ** Summer School.” On receipt 
of this booking form members should fill it in and 
post it back to Dr. Lewis, with a booking fee of 
5s. for each week. 


CHARGES PER WEEK :— 

50s., of which Ss. is paid in advance as booking 
fee. There are also a limited number of single 
rooms at 2s. 6d. extra. 
There are four meals a day served at the following 
times :— 


Breakfast 8.30 Dinner 1.0 
Tea 4.30 Supper 7.30 
Garage Is. Parking 6d. per night. Boot cleaning 


2d, per pair. 

Bathers must bring their own towels. 

Tennis players please bring rackets and balls. 
STATION :— 

Welwyn North, from King’s Cross. 

There is a footpath to the Park from the Station; 
15 minutes walk. 
BY ROAD :— 


Proceed along Great North Road, and turn right 
at 24th milestone. 


The School opens on the Saturday evening of 
each week and the first meal will be supper, which 
will be served at 7.30 p.m. The School closes after 
breakfast on the following Saturday. No applica- 
tion for a shorter period than one week can be 
accepted. 

Immediate application should be made, as advance 
applications indicate that every place will be applied 
for several times over. 


Saturday, July 31 (supper) to Saturday, August 7 (breakfast) 
Saturday, August 7 (supper) to Saturday, August 14 (breakfast) 


FIRST WEEK 
Morning Lectures, 9.30-10.30 


1 THE PEOPLE’s FRONT 
2 SovieT Russia IN 1937 
(1) Soviet Communism—A new civilisation. 

Illustrated by lantern slides - WILLIAM PAUL 

(ii) The Five Year Plans JOHN LEwIs 
(ii) Trade Unionism- - JOHN JAGGER, M.P. 
(iv) Peace Policy of Soviet Union R. Patme Dutt 

3 THE PEOPLE’S FRONT IN FRANCE : WILLIAM PAUL 


- G. D. H. Corg 


Evening Lectures followed by discussion, 
5.30-6.30 


1 THE PART OF TRADE UNIONISM 
IN THE COMING STRUGGLE FOR 


POWER > J. T. MURPHY 
2 EDUCATION FOR Societe A. S. NEILL 
3 SOCIALISM AND SCIENCE - J. D. BERNAL 
4 CHRISTIANITY AND THE cae 

REVOLUTION JOHN LEWIS 


5 TH: PEOPLE’S FRONT SiR WALTER LAYTON 


After Supper: On ‘most evenings a pro- 
gramme of films, music, drama and 
literary discussions with the assistance 
of the Unity Theatre Club, Kino, and the 
London Musicians’ Group 

1 MusicAL PROGRAMME BY THE LONDON MUSICIANS’ 
GROUP. 

2 PLAY PRODUCTION FOR AMATEURS. 
Ewer. 

3 A KINO PROGRAMME. New films accompanied by 
talks on how to arrange film shows. 

4 SocIALISM AND MODERN LITERATURE. 

SYLVLA TOWNSEND WARNER 


MONICA 


SECOND WEEK 


Morning Lectures 


1 SPAIN IN REVOLT 
2 WHAT IS TO BE DONE? 
Four Lectures 
(i) The Labour Movement as the sole possible 
instrument of social change. 

(ii) The conflict between capitalist, Trade Union 
and social ideologies in the Labour Movement 

(iii) The inevitability of gradualness, and the 
catastrophe of British Socialism, 1926 and 
1931. 

(iv) The choice before the Labour Movement: 
accommodation to capitalism or united 
resistance and scientific Socialism. 

3 CHRISTIANITY AND SOCIALISM JOHN Lewis 


W. HOoRSFALL CARTER 
JOHN STRACHEY 
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Evening Lectures, 
1 Fascism AND RaCk THEORIES 
2 Sovier RussiA IN 1937. 
(i) Soviet Communism—A New Civilisation. 
Illustrated with Lantern slides WILLIAM PAUL 
(ii) Red Medicine. Public Health Service of the 
Soviet Union : PROFESSOR MARRACK 
(iii) Crime and Punishment in the 
Soviet Union ~- D. N. Pritt, K.C., M.P. 
(unless absent from England) 
3 WHat 1s DEMOCRACY? EMILE BURNS 


4 SCIENCE AS THE BASIS OF SOCIALISM 
L. ANDERSON FENN 


WILLIAM PAUL 


After Supper 
1 Music AND DiALectics : . Davip R. DAviEs 
2 LITERATURE AND Potitics A. CALDER MARSHALL 


3 THE THEATRE AND THE LEFT BOOK CLUB. _ 
MILES MALLESON AND JOHN ALLEN 

4 MusICAL PROGRAMME. 

5 KINO PROGRAMME. 


6 SCIENCE IN THE U.S.S.R. Dr. JOSEPH NEEDHAM 


This programme does not indicate the final order 
of the lectures. 


With reference to the musical programme during 
the evening;, Alan Bush has consented to bring 
down a small cho:r and to give a lecture recital 
with their assistance; and Sidney Harrison will be 
giving, on another evening, a lecture recital. John 
Goss will sing, and the Blech Quartette will play. 


CHRISTOPHER SPRIGG MEMORIAL 


Strn,—May we ask for the hospitality of your 
columns to bring to your readers’ notice an Ambu- 
lance Fund which is being raised in memory of 
Christopher St. John Sprigg, a young poet and 
novelist who has been killed fighting in Spain with 
the International Brigade ? 

Though only 29 years of age, Christopher Sprigg 
had a remarkable record of literary achievement. 
He was the author of seven novels of distinction and 
had also written a number of aviation text-books. 
His last published work, I/lusion and Reality, issued 
posthumously under his pen-name of ** Christopher 
Caudwell,” has everywhere been recognised as the 
most brilliant Marxist analysis of the nature of 
creative literature ever written in English. Of its 
young author, Punch’s reviewer has written : 


This country has lost with ‘* Christopher 
Caudwell ” an original and constructive thinker, 
and just possibly the human race in an hour of 
change a potential leader. 


A quiet, friendly and cheerful young man, and an 
active worker on the Peace Council, no one could 
have dreaded or detested war more than did 
Christopher Sprigg. But greater still was his devotion 
to the ideals of democratic freedom, and early last 
December he left England quietly for Spain, there 


to enlist as a machine-gunner in the newly formed 
British Battalion of the International Brigade. He 
was killed in the defence of Madrid on February 1 2th, 
heroically covering the withdrawal of his company 
from an untenable position on the Valencia Road at 
the sacrifice of his own life. 

The purpose of the Fund now being raised in his 
memory is to provide an ambulance urgently needed 
for attachment to the English-speaking battalions of 
the Spanish People’s Army, and it was thought that 
some of your readers might, perhaps, wish to 
associate their gifts to the Spanish People’s cause 
with the name of this gallant young English writer 
who gave up a most promising literary career, and 
has now given life itself, for that same cause. 

Donations—and none can be too small to serve— 
should be sent to the Fund’s Hon. Treasurer. The 
Viscount Churchill, Christopher Sprigg Memorial 
Fund, at 24 New Oxford Street, London, W.C.]. 


Signed : J. B. PRIESTLEY W. T. LAYTON 
(Chairman) ETHFL MANNIN 
W. H. AUDEN D. N. Pritt 


HuGH WALPOLE 
LEAH MANNING 
(Hon. Sec.) 


JULIAN HUXLEY 

STORM JAMESON 

Christopher Sprigg Memorial Fund, 
London, W.C.1. 


LORCA 


Federico Garcia Lorca was the national poet of 
Spain. He was not only the finest of the young 
Spanish poets, but he occupied a position among the 
Spanish people which would be unheard of in this 
country, for his verses were part of the repertory of 
the Spanish folk-singers, and were sung to the 
accompaniment. of guitars at fiestas. He was 
murdered by the Fascists in Granada last August, for 


no political action, but for his instinctive sympathy 
with the people. 


A selection of his finest poems have now been 
admirably translated by A. L. Lloyd, and published 
together with the Spanish originals under the title 
Lament for the Death of a Bullfighter and other Poems, 
by Messrs. Heinemann at the price of 6s. 
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